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Study Group Meetings:

New Horizons: Third Monday, 5:30 PM, chair Katie Gooch
Evening Book: Third Tues, 7:00 PM, Elmcroft  library, chair Janet Murray
Contemporary Literature:  Third Friday, 10:30 AM, chair Judy Poulson

Gourmet:  Fourth Tuesday, 6:30 PM, chair Susan Kreke
Garden Conversations: Second Saturday every other month, chair Lynn Carlson
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FROM THE PRESIDENT, CINDY SERBIN:  

    Knoxville AAUW has had a very tragic start to 2012. Our dear friend Debbie Olsen-Lomax was taken from us much too soon in a terrible accident on Jan 4. In her memory, we are soliciting contributions for a one-time scholarship in her memory to Pellissippi State. If you would like to help, send your check (made out to Knoxville AAUW with Debbie Olsen-Lomax in the memo line) to treasurer Barbara Mintz.

    We had a very productive business meeting in January. The YWCA was very grateful for our gifts to their program. We decided to opt in on the new Membership Payment Program for online payment of dues. Pat Hunter gave us an update on the case of 28 current and former members of the military who allege that they were raped by co-workers and that the defense secretary’s failure to act on the issue of sexual assault in the military amounts to a violation of their constitutional rights. We collected $350 for the Legal Advocacy Fund at the meeting. We also discussed the state AAUW’s Tennessee Women’s History Project (see the latest state newsletter for more information) and the Holiday Auction Report.  

    Don’t forget the state convention on April 21!  That will be a regular branch meeting for us as well.  The national AAUW president Carolyn Garfein will be one of the speakers. It will be a wonderful experience and I hope to see everyone of you there!

Mark the Date!!

April 21 State Convention
Hosts Still Sought for February 

Susan Partridge is looking for members who will hostess either a lunch or brunch in February for a discussion group. Call her at or email her if you can host one of these (your choice of date). This year’s discussion topic will be “What Makes a Good Mentor?” In addition to the great food and stimulating discussion, these gatherings are also fund raisers for our regular scholarship at Pellissippi State. 

Coming Soon: Online Dues
   Our branch has decided to participate in the Membership Payment Program
(MPP) which is being offered by the national organization. MPP is a secure
online dues processing approach that replaces the previous branch remittance
process. Beginning after May 1, branch members will pay all their membership
dues through this online program. Branch and state dues will be direct-deposited from national into the bank. Each individual can access the Personal Membership MPP tool, which is located within AAUW’s online 

Member Services Database (MSD). Payment can be made by credit card or

personal check.
    Instructions on accessing the MPP tool will be provided in time to begin
processing your dues payments this year. Address concerns and questions to
Connie Malarkey.
Holiday Auction a Success
    Our AAUW Holiday Auction held, November 29th was another huge success.

Thanks to a fantastic group of women and auctioneer Dave Fall, The AAUW Auction produced a record breaking $3524 for our AAUW funds. This money was earmarked for the specific program area of educational programs. JOB WELL DONE!

    Our live auction produced the most

revenue. Food items were our biggest revenue maker with gift certificates a close second. Themed Baskets from our study groups also did very well. 

    Thanks to Lynn Carlson and her contribution of the Sterling silver/malachite necklace and earring set. It doubled the revenue for the raffle. Next year’s raffle item needs to be chosen early and have wide appeal so tickets can be sold  by members all year.

    Thanks to our loyal volunteers who made the auction go so smoothly. You are the secret of our success. Evening Book Group deserves a huge THANK YOU for the delicious food for the snack table. It was the best ever!

   Gift certificates were extremely popular. Start asking your favorite businesses NOW for gift certificate for this year’s auction.

    NEXT HOLIDAY AUCTION IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2012 at the Baptist Harris Center. Dave Fall will be our auctioneer. New Horizons group will provide the food for the snack table.

SEE YOU AT THE AUCTION

If you have suggestions for next year, please share them with Barbara Mintz or Sharron Hillman.

From Our State President, 
Anne Loy
  The biggest news from the state level is that we will be voting in April on new bylaws—making the organization simpler and more streamlined.  The Bylaws Committee of Peggy Emmett, Connie Malarkey and Ayne Cantrell worked from suggestions which were made at the Fall Membership Meeting held in Nashville in October.  They have done an excellent job and deserve lots of thanks.

    We need names and nominations of members who will be willing to take a state job for a year or two: the presidency, a president-elect (serving for two years), a webmaster and newsletter editor.  Everyone should have received a Nominations Form for this purpose.  Either ask a friend or nominate yourself if you feel qualified and are willing to help in this way.

    Our Knoxville Branch will host the Annual Meeting in April, with the main meeting to be held at the Bearden Banquet Hall on Saturday, the 21 ADVANCE \u 5st ADVANCE \d 5.  The State Board will meet for dinner at the Peerless Restaurant on N. Peters Road that Friday evening, and these meetings are open to members.  Reservation forms will go out soon.  AAUW President, Carolyn Garfein, will be meeting with us and bringing the latest news from the Association. Our planning committee is working on further details.

Branch Website has Updates
If you’re unsure when or where a meeting will take place, or just want to check on branch activities, bookmark our website for current information. The address (URL) is listed at the top of this newsletter.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 (Please telephone or e-mail the hostess that you plan to attend a Study Group)

FEBRUARY

17: Contemporary Literature.  Sylvia Sproul hostess, meet at Turkey Creek Public Market, 11221 Outlet Dr. (use north entrance). Review by Mary Ann Hedge 

20: New Horizons. Sharron Hillman hostess. Meet at Caris Healthcare, 130 Mabry Hood Rd, to hear from Patty McGrew about hospice and volunteer opportunities. Dinner to follow at Calhoun’s, corner of Kingston Pike & Pellissippi Pkwy
21: Evening Book Group. Elmcroft Assisted Living Library. Will discuss House of Mirth by Edith Wharton

28: Gourmet Group. Wine and “Spirited” cooking; Gail Borio hostess

MARCH
??: Garden Conversations. Garden Conversations will meet in March, at a time and place to be determined at our next meeting, on Jan. 28. If you enjoy gardening and discussion, this is the group for you. Call or email Lynn Carlson for details.
16: Contemporary Literature. Sue Kreke & Lynn Carlson hostesses (at Sue’s house), reviews by Emma Jean Huddleston and Patricia Fuller
19: New Horizons. Margie LeCoultre hostess. Meet at 4:30 at Bleak House, 3146 Kingston Pike for a docent-led tour. Tour fee is $4. Dinner to follow at Seqouyah Grille.

20: Evening Book Group. Elmcroft Assisted Living Library. Will discuss When We Were Strangers by Pamela Schoenewaldt

27: Gourmet Group. “Eat Out,” restaurant to be determined

Newsletter deadline: March 16 for April/May issue. Please submit all information for inclusion to Judy Poulson. 
THE MISSION of AAUW is: advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research. 

THE AAUW VALUE PROMISE:  By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.

VISION: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
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