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Study Group Meetings:
Crafts & Folklore:
 First Monday, 6:30 PM, TBA (contact Reba Best)
New Horizons: Third Monday, 5:30 PM, Debbie Lomax;Katie Gooch, 
Evening Book: Third Tues, 7:00 PM, Elmcroft Assisted Living library, chair Janet Murray
Contemporary Literature:  Third Friday, 10:30 AM ,chair Judy Poulson
Gourmet:  Fourth Monday, 6:30 PM, Susan Kreke
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FROM THE PRESIDENT, LYNN CARLSON:  
Happy New Year to everybody!

As you make your plans for the coming year, include in your resolutions an active involvement with Knoxville AAUW’s many activities.

In less than a week, we will be holding our January general meeting, which will include a report and vote on our AAUW Knoxville bylaws changes and electing new officers, among other interesting activities.  Coming up soon after, in February is our new event, the (tentatively titled) Discussion Dinners, and there are two more spring meetings scheduled. In September the cycle will begin over again.  There’s lots to do—take advantage of your membership.

We’ve had “the snow” and we’ve had “the cold spell,” so Spring can arrive any time, now, and it’s time to get more active. I hope to see as many of you as possible on January 16.

JANUARY 16TH MEETING:  Our annual business meeting will be on January 16, 2010, at 9:30 a.m. at the YWCA in downtown Knoxville, 420 W. Clinch Avenue.  There may be a tour of the YWCA before the meeting starts for those who are interested.

   We will also "shower" the YWCA with needed items (as we did last year). 
Some suggestions are as follows: highly needed this winter season are canned food and warm clothing for the women in the YWCA Transitional Housing Program. Scarves, gloves, and winter hats would be very much appreciated.
NOMINATIONS REPORT: Judy Fleenor, chair of Nominations, reports the following nominations: President—Cindy Serbin; 3rd Vice-President for Study Groups—Janet Murray; and Secretary—Janis Lightfoot.  Other nominations may be made at the Annual Business meeting, and a vote will be taken then.  (Other members of the Nominating Committee were Linda Garner and Anne Loy.)

PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENTS TO BE VOTED ON AT THE JANUARY 16TH MEETING:  Several modifications to the Knoxville Branch bylaws have been proposed by a committee comprised of Connie Malarkey, Lynn Carlson, Judy Fleenor and Sue Howard.  The proposed bylaws were mailed to the branch membership via e-mail or through U.S. mail for those who do not have e-mail.  They are also the branch’s private web site.  Prior to the meeting, take time to review and consider the proposed bylaws.  If you cannot attend the meeting on January 16, you may send comments to Connie Malarkey. Once the bylaws are approved, the branch Policy Sheet will be updated.

Some of the changes that are being proposed are the removal of several positions.  One is to remove the elected office of the Third Vice-President (i.e., the Study Group Chair).  The office currently called the Assistant Treasurer will be maintained, but renamed to Membership Treasurer and defined as an appointed position.  Several of the currently appointed officers are removed and their function will become the responsibility of a Members Interest Committee.  The Appointed positions remaining would be: Budget/Reviewer (combined), Bylaws and Policy Sheet Chair, Development Chair (previously the Educational Foundation and Legal Advocacy Fund chairs), Historian, Membership Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Parliamentarian, Public Policy, Publicity, Telephone Committee Chair, Web Master and Yearbook.  
The annual YWCA Race Against Racism is approaching fast!  Saturday, Jan 16, will be a cold but important one, please help us support this fundraising and inspiring event with them.  Register for the 1 mile walk (or 5k run!) on line or by mail.  See their website for more information.  
http://www.ywcaknox.com/ywca.asp?pg=38  If you register by Jan 8, you will qualify for the reduced $15 registration group fee.  All others will need to pay $20 (race day registration will be from 11:30-12:45).  Both races start @ 1pm.  Be advised: it will be COLD and possibly rainy and on the same day as our AAUW Annual meeting...but bring your coats & rain gear to the meeting, and if you hustle and leave the meeting a bit early -- you will have the chance to be involved in a very special gathering of Knoxvillians working towards important and needed progress in our society.  It is worth the effort and a very good way for our local AAUW chapter to show support for the fight against racism and other inequalities on and off campus.  Hedley Pelletier is the Team Leader for our race group and will be "walking".  The Team name is "AAUW of Knoxville".  Please email her with any questions, or to let her know you will be participating.
Our AAUW Holiday Auction produced lots of fun PLUS over $2000 for our scholarship fund.  It was held December 3rd at the Harris Baptist Center.
The $5 & $10 tables were new this year and were a huge hit.  Members browsed the tables and were poised to grab up the bargains when the 6 p.m. bell rang. We had a revenue increase of 59% over last year’s silent auction tables.  A definite improvement.

 The Auction began with a Birthday celebration for our Auctioneer Dave Fall who volunteered his time on his birthday to help AAUW.  Thank you Dave!  Attendance was down this year as were the number of guests.  Participation in the Live Auction was slow but Dave did an incredible job of moving along the bidding.  Fortunately, he is very good at that.  We all enjoyed his expertise. 

 Food and books were the most popular items and accounted for almost 60% of our revenue.  Gourmet Group did another outstanding job at the snack tables.    

It was another successful evening thanks to the dozens of volunteers who showed up early, stayed late and made everything run so smoothly.  THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS and THANK YOU AAUW MEMBERS for your contributions.                       Sharron Hillman

REMINDER: PART OF YOUR NATIONAL AAUW DUES IS TAX DECUCTIBLE.  $46 of the national dues of $49 is considered a charitable contribution; of the Student Affiliate dues of $17, $16 is, likewise, tax deductible. (Members who join now, between January 1 and March 15 may pay half dues.)
CALENDAR OF EVENTS (Please telephone or e-mail the hostess that you plan to attend a Study Group)
JANUARY
   4: Crafts, No meeting
  12: Board meeting, 6:30 
  15: Contemporary Literature, Hostess, Norma Kelley & Sara Sanders; Reviewer, Emma Jean Huddleston
  18: New Horizons, Hostess, Susan Partridge, “Volunteer Ministry Center”
   19: Evening Book Discussion, “On Agate Hill,” by Lee Smith
   25: Gourmet Group, Hostess, Sue Kreke, Theme, Breakfast/Brunch
FEBRUARY
   1: Crafts, Hostess, Sara Key, Topic, Catch-up

  15: New Horizons, Hostess, Emma Jean Huddleston, “Shift Happens—Change is Constant” –Education, by Margie LeCoultre
  16: Evening Book Discussion, TBA

  19: Contemporary Literature, Hostess, Emma Jean Huddleston, Reviewer, Sara Sanders, “book sharing”

   22: Gourmet, Hostess, Janice Lightfoot, Theme, English Tea
MARCH: Women’s History Month
APRIL 20: Equal Pay Day
SAVE THE DATE: APRIL 16-17, TENNESSEE STATE CONVENTNION, Chattanooga

Deadline for next newsletter: February 23, to Anne Loy
(Deadline for news in the AAUW Tennessee newsletter is February 15)

THE AAUW VALUE PROMISE:  By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.
THE MISSION of AAUW is: advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.
VISION:  AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
