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THOUGHTS ON 
BOOKS 

Books let us into their 
souls and lay open 

to us the secrets 
of our own. 

William Hazlitt 
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By Jennifer W. Spirko 
Summer means reading 

and rewards at the Blount 
County Public Library, and 
this summer, the children's 
reading program has the 
fun theme of Rompin' 
Stompin' Reading Roundup. 
And the Friends of the Li-
brary are helping to make it 
happen, supporting prizes 
and programming. 

You may have noticed 
the whimsical statues in 
the entrance and gallery 
areas. Local artist Steve 
Russell crafted these char 
acters out of license plates. ' * 

Children and youth who keep track of the books they read will receive prizes, 
including toys for youngsters and an iPod Shuffle for teens, as well as restaurant 
gift cards, movie passes, mall gift cards, a Visa gift card and smaller prizes. 

Special entertainment fills the summer program, as well, including "Buffalo 
Bill" David Nelson, Tennessee's Cowboy Poet Laureate; storyteller Faye Wooden; 
and an original puppet show by the Children's Library staff. 

Our January Book Sale raised over $13,000 for the Children's Library. Thanks 
for helping our Library encourage kids to read. 

Pick up some new (used) books! 

The next book sale will be held July 19-21. Thursday, the 
sale kicks off at noon and is open until 6 for Friends members 
only. Memberships will be available to purchase at the door. 
Friday and Saturday, July 20 and 21, the sale continues from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day, open to the public. 

We have a wide variety of books available, as usual, 
including some special collectibles. The collectibles have 
proven a very popular feature of book sales this year, 
with treasures including antique volumes, first editions 
and autographed books. 

 

Zeke Spirko, age 3, 
"Sunshine Room" '-*
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