
Paddling events, safety awareness, and conservation  

eddy out  
Hot and Spicy Chota Meeting In February  

March Meeting : Paddling Renaissance Man  

Steve Scarborough  

When the Chota Canoe Club meets 

on March 11, 2010, we look forward 

to a great night with Steve Scarbor-

ough, a man whoôs history is inter-

woven with paddling and conserva-

tion.  

If you paddled the Chatooga in the 

dark ages, you probably know Steve 

as a builder of wood paddles. Heôs 

best known as the prolific canoe 

and  kayak  designer for Dagger Ca-

noe Company, which he helped 

found and grow into worldwide 

prominence.     

Today he divides his time between 

real estate, business interests, and 

his work as an environmental activ-

ist serving on the board of Conser-

vation Fisheries, a group that works 

to propagate and restore rare fish 

species. In 2006 Governor Phil Bre-

desen appointed Steve to the Ten-

nessee Conservation Commission 

and was recently voted Chair by the 

commission members.     

Check www.paddlechota.org or the 

email list for the location of this 

meeting.  

Itôs a Chota Canoe Club tradition to 

have a Winter meeting to warm 

things up and break the ice on a 

new year of paddling.  

The next Chota meeting will also be 

a Chili Cook -off. On Feb 20, 6:30 

p.m., Tish and David Benton will 

host the meeting and meal at their 

West Knoxville home.  

Bring your own meaty, beany, stew 

of goodness to be shared and com-

pared with the other contenders. If 

youôre not up for the competition, 

just bring an appetizer, side dish or 

dessert. Drinks will be provided by 

the Club.   

Planning for whitewater trips, Chota 

paddle school, a Spring thaw week-

end, and other fun Chota events is 

underway. As a member of the 

Club, we need your ideas and par-

ticipation to make them happen.  

 

Contact ajwahl09@gmail.com  for 

information. The address for the 

party is Tish and David Benton, 

12755 Heathland Drive, Farragut, 

TN 37934  

¶ Whatõs new with the 

Chota Canoe Club? 

¶ Roll Sessions are 

underway 

¶ Touring Planning  

¶ Urban Wilderness 

Adventure Race 
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Welcome to a new year of pad-

dling!  I am looking forward to serv-

ing the club as President this year.  I 

know that most of you, including 

me, have been forced into hiberna-

tion during this unusual cold spell, 

but soon the ice will melt and weôll 

be able to hit our favorite rivers 

again. In the meantime, your 

new  Chota  officers have been hard 

at work planning activities for the 

upcoming months.   

  

Those of you who have already 

talked to me know that my main 

goal this year is to up the fun factor. 

That means more activities, more 

programs and of course more pad-

dling.  That being said, I know what  

I  would like to see on the calendar, 

but I would love  to hear from the 

rest of the club.  Do you have a great 

idea for a club meeting or a trip?  

Send it to me!  I want to hear from 

the whitewater boaters and the tour-

ing boaters.  We are working hard on 

the calendar for the  upcoming 

year,  so now is your chance to get 

that idea heard.  I would like to ex-

tend a special invitation to all you ex-

perienced boaters who serve as trip 

leaders.  I know that we normally call 

on you during the summer months  

for beginner trips after kayak 

school,  but we have some folks who 

worked hard all last summer and 

want to continue paddling this winter. 

If you are interested in leading some-

thing this winter and spring, 

we  would love to hear from 

you.  Contact myself or either of the 

trip chairpersons.   All our contact in-

formation is in the newsletter and on 

the website.  

Angela Garrison  

ajwahl09@gmail.com   

The Presidentõs Corner 

Chota 1970õs to Now    

cause most people need a gentle 

push.  To this day I have people take 

me on new adventures that I would 

never  have  gotten to do. Canyoneer-

ing is a blast and an example of an 

activity that will take you to new 

places that you would never see oth-

erwise.  Letôs all reach out this year 

and get Chota back up to 150 active 

members with trips going on each 

weekend.   

  

As far as programming, I would like 

to know what you want and need 

some ideas, otherwise you will be 

stuck with what I come up with.  

Shoot me an email with some sug-

gestions and we will make it happen.  

  

Have a great year, and happy pad-

dling.  

Ed McAlister  

ed@riversportsoutfitters.com  

As we head into a new  year, many 

things have  changed  over the past 

30 plus years of  paddling;  however 

one thing that remains constant is 

the need to repay our debts and in-

troduce new people to paddling.  

 

Had it not been for 2 or 3 individuals 

that took me under their wing years 

ago, I would have missed so much. I 

had a couple of false starts  with pad-

dling but  two individuals,  Murray  

Evans and Ed Nicholson,  sealed the 

deal. At Chota Canoe  School  they 

had me in the eddy at  Bigbee  Rock 

on the Hiwassee and we surfed back 

and forth. That was the point that I 

knew I could do it and thanks to 

Sam Young and others I advanced to 

other streams.    

 

I guess what I am saying  is we all 

need to reach out and get new peo-

ple  introduced  to the outdoors be-
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Chota Officers 2010 

President  

Angela Garrison 

865-577-2993 

ajwahl09@gmail.com 

Vice President  

Ed McAlister 

865-250-2188  

ed@riversportsoutfitters.com 

Treasurer 

Renee Harwell 

865-765-2169  

rharwell@cj-va.com  

Secretary 

Doug Klaras 

865-806-8264  

footer40mph@msn.com  

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Carpenter 

865-556-5252 

rsc@w3st.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is magic in the feel of 

a paddle and the movement 

of a canoe, magic com-

pounded of distance, adven-

ture, solitude and 

peace. The way of a canoe 

is the way of the wilderness 

and of a freedom almost 

forgotten. It is an antidote to 

insecurity, the open door to 

waterways of ages past and 

a way of life with profound 

and abiding satisfac-

tion.  When we are part of a 

canoe, we are part of all 

that canoes have ever 

known. 

Sigurd Olson 
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Officers 2010, contõd 

Member-at-Large 

Brian Belky 

706-202-3644  

brianbelke@mad.scientist.com  

School Directors 

Gary Kilpatrick  

423-914-4070   

GWKilpatrick@misincinfo.com 

Gary Christian  

865-293-6691  

scubadoogary@yahoo.com  

Conservation 

Tom McDonough  

865-406-6416  

TTMCDONO@aol.com  

Safety 

Randy Bigbee 

865-588-4249 

rbigbee@bellsouth.net  

Whitewater Trips  

MaryAnn Grell   
865 -207 -6250   
magrell@yahoo.com  

Touring Trips 

Doug Johnstone 

865-804-5240  

canoeone@tds.net  

Webmaster 

Russell deCastongrene   
865 -966 -5918   
russelldec@tds.net  

 

 

 

 

Keep your paddling skills sharp 

through the winter with pool prac-

tice.  Itôs a great way to stay in 

shape and in touch with the sport if 

youôre laying off for the winter. For 

cold weather paddlers, itôs a good 

way to hone your skills for river run-

ning.  

 

Doug Klaras, our Chota Secretary, 

deserves our thanks for organizing 

this for our Club members. Roll prac-

tices  occur every other Friday from 

7 to 9 pm at the Tennessee School 

for the Deaf pool.  

 

The remaining scheduled practices 

are from 7 to 9 pm on:  

 

¶ February 19  

¶ March 5  

¶ March 19  

¶ April 2  

 

There is a minimal cost of $5.00 per 

boat. Be sure to bring your PFD and 

a clean boat.  

 

Tennessee School for the Deaf is lo-

cated at 2725 Island Home Blvd., in 

South Knoxville. You can reach Doug 

at footer40mph@msn.com or by call-

ing 865 -806 -8264.  

 

For directions to TSD ~  

http://www.tsdeaf.org/location  

 

Thanks to Doug and everyone else 

who takes the time to help us work on 

rolling back up.   

 

Our Club planned a special edition of 

the Winter Roll Practice where Eric 

Jackson and his crew were to lead a 

roll session on January 29. EJ was 

planning to bring two world champs 

and 3 others who have consistently 

been top 3 contenders along for the 

session.  

 

Unfortunately, a ñsnowpocalypseò 

caused the event to be cancelled. 

Thanks to Ed McAlister for scheduling 

EJ and to Randy Bigbee and Benjy 

Darnell of UT Outdoor Programs for 

helping land the diving well and 12 

lanes of pool area at UTK.  We hope 

to reschedule this super opportunity. 

Stay tuned to the Chota mailing list 

and newsletter for details.   

Chota Winter Roll Practice is Underway    

 

 

 

On Little Clear 

Creek back in March 

of 2009, Chota  

Secretary and Roll 

Practice coordinator 

Doug Klaras boofs 

ñOH YEAHò 

mailto:brianbelke@mad.scientist.com
mailto:GWKilpatrick@misincinfo.com
mailto:scubadoogary@yahoo.com
mailto:TTMCDONO@aol.com
mailto:rbigbee@bellsouth.net
mailto:magrell@yahoo.com
mailto:canoeone@tds.net
mailto:russelldec@tds.net
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Trips Info 

Doug Johnstone is Touring 

Trips Chair. Besides the 

planning meeting on Febru-

ary 13, you should contact 

Doug by email at  

canoeon@tds.net with ideas 

for leading or paddling flat-

water, water trail camping, 

you name it.  

Mary Ann Grell is the White-

water Trips Chair. Chotaõs 

great at giving you opportu-

nities to meet others by 

taking member led whitewa-

ter trips. If youõre starting 

out, you canõt find a better 

way to learn rivers and how 

to stay safe than to have the 

company of experienced 

folks to take you along.  For 

those that have the experi-

ence and training, you can 

pass along the gift that you 

were given when you 

started. Lead a trip. Contact 

Mary Ann at  

magrell@yahoo.com 

 

Look for plenty of warmer 

weather trips to be listed in 

the April/May 2010 Chota 

Canoe Club Newsletter.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Saturday, Feb 13 at 5:30pm  

Location:   Doug Johnstoneôs Home  

 

Come on out and enjoy a fun eve-

ning of telling stories, pictures of 

trips, and all other lies of life. Weôll 

also share a favorite dinner dish 

along with setting up our paddling 

touring plans for 2010.   

 

Since 2001, Chota has lead all sorts 

of touring paddling trips, on local 

lakes, Lake Superior, coastal water-

ways in the Florida Pan handle, and 

areas all along the east Atlantic 

coast from Florida up to Maine. A 

few years back we took a trip lo-

cated in the northwest at British Co-

lumbia Canada.  If you have not 

been involved or you are one of the 

seasoned old time paddlers or 

somewhere in between, weôre calling 

all of the touring paddlers together 

to help set up our 2010 paddling 

season.   

 

Over the years weôve introduced 

many folks to the wilderness experi-

ences that touring and sea kayaking 

have to offer.  Chota typically offers 

a variety of trips for its members, 

including day trips, self contained 

paddling/camping trips on inland 

lakes, a variety of coastal ocean ad-

ventures, along with evening pad-

dles that include varying levels of 

skill and difficulty.      

 

This year there will be emphasis on 

expanding the variety of trips tai-

lored to touring (16ô and longer) and 

recreational kayaks (less than 16ô 

long).  Weôre introducing ñRelaxed - 

Socialò type trips, geared to the rec-

reational paddler that will be no more 

than 4 miles.  Of course, for the sea-

soned paddlers, weôll also offer the 

lengthier trips for touring kayaks.   

 

So come on out and help us plan this 

yearôs trips. Please bring your bever-

age of choice and something to share 

(last name A -M: main dish, N -Z: side 

dish).  If you have a favorite dessert, 

please bring that too!  Also, bring your 

pictures, slides, movies, etc of past 

trips to share.  

  

Please RSVP to Doug Johnstone (865 -

804 -5240) or preferably, send an 

email to  canoeone@tds.net .  

 

Address  -   12933 Butterfield Lane, 

Farragut, TN 37934   

 

Directions  ï From I -40 in west 

Knoxville area, take the Campbell 

Station exit and travel South 

(towards Kingston Pike), turn right 

and travel 3.2 miles (past Fox Den 

and Old Stage Rd), and turn left at 

the Weigels Farm Store into Old 

Stage Hills Subdivision.     This will be 

Way Station Trail.    Go to the four 

way stop, and turn right onto Pony 

Express and travel to near the end of 

this road, then turn right onto 

Butterfield Lane.     Weôll be the last 

house on the right (dead end street).  

 

CHOTA 2010 TOURING TRIP PLANNING EVENT & POT LUCK DINNER  

Chota President Angela Garrison paddled Kentucky Lake on a multi -day camping trip with other Chota paddlers last June  

mailto:magrell@yahoo.com
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Participate or Volunteer!  

Knoxvilleõs Urban  

Adventure Challenge  

Held in the midst of the  

Knoxvilleõs Urban Wilderness 

and Historic Corridor 

Saturday, March 20, 2010  

@ 9:00 am  

Join Legacy Parks Founda-

tion in the 1st annual Knox-

ville Urban Wilderness Chal-

lenge.  

Navigate around the urban 

wilderness areas of the city 

of Knoxville. Minutes from 

the center of downtown get 

on gorgeous hiking a biking 

trails. Learn how to connect 

each park for a fun filled day 

of adventure.  

Knoxville Urban Wilderness 

Adventure Race 

Events include: Mountain 

Biking, Trekking, Rappelling, 

Orienteering, and Paddling. 

Participants may compete as 

individuals or in a team of 3 

(Same Sex or Coed). All 

members will race together. 

The race course has been 

designed with beginners in 

mind. Pre-race check in is at 

River Sports Outfitters on 

March 19th from 5-7pm. If 

you are coming from out-of -

town, we can make arrange-

ments for day of race check-

in.  

 

Check out 

www.riversportsoutfitters.com 

for gear list and additional 

details. 

 

 

The author is relying on word of 

mouth promotion from fellow paddlers 

to let more families and schools know 

about this book. A discus-

sion and activity guide is 

included for classroom use.  

Purchase for $9.99. Sales 

of this book help provide 

clean, safe drinking water 

for children around the 

world. All profits from 

Kayak Anna are donated to 

Living Water International 

to provide safe, clean 

drinking water for children 

around the world.  

For more information,  

visit KayakAnna.org  

Kayak Anna and the Palindrome Creek 

was written author Lina Lukashevich 

to share her love of kayaking with our 

next generation of pad-

dlers.  

Kayak Anna and the Palin-

drome Creek  is a splash-

ing eco -adventure for 

readers ages 9 to 13. Itôs 

a novel about a girl who 

cleans up the pollution of 

her neighborhood creek 

while learning about for-

giveness, environmental 

activism and ravenous 

trolls.  

Kayak Anna is being used 

by a number of schools 

and nature educators.   

The Corridor ignites heritage tourism. 

The collected assets of this Corridor ï 

recreational, environmental, educa-

tional and historical ï tell the story of 

our community through an experience 

quite marketable to visitors.  

It promotes a healthy community The 

Wilderness Corridor creates new op-

portunities to recreate by increasing 

our park acreage, linking our existing 

parks, and expanding the greenways 

and natural trail system. Above all, 

this forested area contributes to the 

overall health of our air and water  

Legacy Parks Foundation is a 501

(c)3 non -profit organization which 

works to assure that our community 

enjoys exceptional recreational oppor-

tunities, natural beauty and open 

spaces, and that those assets exist for 

generations to come. You can learn 

more about the Legacy Parks Founda-

tion at http://legacyparks.org .  

The 1,000 acre Urban Wilderness and 

Historic Corridor paralleling the South 

Knoxville Waterfront Development will 

contain three civil war forts, historic 

settlement sites, and diverse ecologi-

cal features and recreational ameni-

ties.  

The Legacy Parks Foundation project 

requires the acquisition of several 

critical parcels of land, including prop-

erties that house the Civil War battle 

sites of Ft. Stanley and Ft. Higley. Ft. 

Dickerson, a restored site, lies be-

tween these two properties and offers 

Knoxville the unique prospect of three 

contiguous Civil War forts.  

The Corridor links the assets of the 

existing Knoxville parks, Ijams Nature 

Center, and the future wilderness 

properties into an incredible historical, 

recreational, cultural and environ-

mental experience.  

Knoxvilleôs Urban Wilderness and Historic Corridor 

Kayak Anna and the Palindrome Creek -  A Splashing Eco - adventure  
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Whatõs New  with Chota? 

A New Mailing Address 

Chota Canoe Club 

PO Box 51194 

Knoxville, TN  37950 -1194 

A Newly  Revised Constitution: 

Chotaõs revised Constitution 

was adopted last Fall. A copy 

is available on the website, 

at http://paddlechota.org 

A New Newsletter Editor 

Along with our other new 

officers,  and many, many 

good folks before me, I vol-

unteered to help our Club . 

My forte is certainly not  

publishing but getting out a 

newsletter wasnõt going to 

happen by itself.   

I invite your suggestions and 

criticism concerning the 

newsletter.  

rsc@w3st.com  

Please send me trip reports, 

news of interest, pictures of 

your adventures, absolutely 

anything you want to share 

thatõll print on a page about 

paddling.  

Thereõs another Scott  

Carpenter in Chota who I call 

Whitewater Scott. Heõs 

taught at the Chota School 

and been a part of the com-

munity for a while. I joined 

Chota three years ago, so Iõm 

a relative newcomer. My 

interests are in touring and 

running some rivers too. I 

mention this because I want 

to save him the blame for 

any and all errors that  

appear in this my first effort 

in  EDDY OUT, the Chota 

Canoe Club Newsletter.   

SC 

Calendar for Paddling Events  

February  

 

Feb 13 ~ Touring Planning Pot Luck,  

Saturday, at Doug Johnstoneôs, 5:30 

pm  

 

Feb 19 ~ Roll Practice, TSD, 7 pm  

 

Feb 20 ~ February Chota Meeting and 

Chili Cook -off, at Tish and David Ben-

tionôs, 6:30 pm 

 

March  

 

March 5 ~ Roll Practice, TSD, 7 pm  

 

March 11 ~ March Chota Meeting with 

special guest Steve Scarborough,  

location TBA, at 7 pm  

 

March 19  ~ Roll Practice, TSD, 7 pm  

 

March 20 ~ Urban Wilderness  

Challenge  

 

April  

 

April 2  ~ Roll Practice, TSD, 7 pm  

 

April 8 ~ Chota April Meeting, Location 

TBA 

 

April 15 -18 ~ TSRAôs Rendezvous 

Weekend, Jim Shelton, 615 -269 -4741  

 

April 16 -18 ~ East Coast Canoe and 

Kayak Festival, James Island, SC  

 

May  

 

May 13 ~ Chota May Meeting, Loca-

tion TBA  

 

June  

 

June 18 -20 ~  Chota Canoe and Kayak 

School, Hiwassee Outfitters, Reliance, 

Tenn.  

 

Itôs time to start planning our 2010 

school -  our largest fund raising pro-

ject of the year. The profits fund con-

servation projects, aide AWA and other 

clubs, which help protect our paddling 

rights, access to rivers, and water 

quality.  

 

We are asking all members to spread 

the word of the school. Let your 

friends and co -workers know what a 

great value the school is to beginners, 

the experienced paddlers, anyone who 

wants improve their skills.  Two things 

we are asking of each club member:  

 

¶ Set aside June 18 ð20, 2010 and 

help teach our students and share 

your knowledge,  

¶ Spread the word and encourage 

participation. HELP ADVERTISE THE 

SCHOOL.  

 

Gary Kilpatrick  

Gary Christian  

Chota Canoe and Kayak School -  June 18 ð20, 2010  

http://paddlechota.org


Nashville facility. 
 
For folks who live near I-40 from Knoxville 
to Cookeville, there will be a deluxe motor 
coach available at a cost of $20/
person.  This all-day trip will provide: 

¶ Chance to meet new like-minded indi-
viduals 

¶ A great feeling of camaraderie 

¶ Wi-Fi and laptop plugs on the motor 
coach 

The bus will leave the Knoxville area 
around 6:15 a.m., and the Crossville area 
around 6:45 a.m. Central Time.  Other 
stops in Roane County and Cookeville can 
be scheduled as needed.  We will leave 
Nashville around 3:00 p.m. Central Time, 
and wend our way eastward, arriving in 
Knoxville around 7:30 p.m. Eastern 
Time.  For more information, or to register, 
call or e-mail Sandra@sandrakgoss.com or 
865-522-3809.  Reservations must be re-
ceived by February 11, and trip is subject to 
cancellation if we fail to get enough partici-
pation. 
 
Give up a day of work to educate legislators 
about how valuable our natural resources 
are.  If you can't attend, we are accepting 
contributions toward ñscholarshipsò for stu-
dents and others who want to go but can't 
afford it.  Scholarship info is available at 
contact information above 

Do you value pure drinking water and clean 
streams and rivers for paddling?  Want to 
breathe clean air? 
 
These things don't just happen. They are a 
result of careful oversight by our state gov-
ernment. Tennesseeôs water, air, and soil 
are under constant threats from a variety of 
sources, and during this legislative session, 
which just began, our legislators will be 
faced with both helpful and harmful bills. 
 
Tell our State Legislators about the impor-
tance of our environment at Conservation 
Day on the Hill. For anyone who wants to 
attend there will be training (if desired) prior 
to the event (by e-mail and/or webinar), fact 
sheets on a variety of issues, and an identi-
fying lapel marker. 
 
Be part of a powerful message to all Ten-
nessee State Legislators as we work to 
have 500 people with the green tags at 
Legislative Plaza. One may visit with oneôs 
legislators on any issue, and there will be 
ample information on the hot issues of the 
day. You don't have to say anything if you 
prefer; just helping to swell the green throng 
will send the message. 
 
There will likely be committee meetings of 
interest that day, where a large green audi-
ence will further highlight how many of us 
want adequate protection of our stateôs in-
comparable natural resources. 
 
At dayôs end, there will be a happy hour at a 

Give a Voice to Your Paddling Passion  
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Randy Bigbee paddling  

Bee Creek, March 2009  

Randy heads up the Swift 

Water Rescue school that 

Chota will sponsor in July, 

2010  

 

òThe face of the river, in 

time, became a wonderful 

book which told its mind to 

me without reserve,  

delivering its most cherished 

secrets as clearly as if it had 

uttered them with a voice. 

And it was not a book to be 

read once and thrown aside, 

for it had a new story to tell 

every day.ó  

Mark Twain 

 Life on the Mississippi 

Panaramic Photo on oppo-

site page: Rankin Bottoms 

Wildlife Refuge on Douglas 

Lake/Holston River  

mailto:Sandra@sandrakgoss.com

