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Opening Prayer

Jesus, Savior and Lord,
Whose pleasure it was to confer on Peter
the dignity of being first among Your apostles,
grant that we who have received
the faith from them
may give it due obedience.

Let Your Holy Spirit,
Who moved Peter to acknowledge You
as Son of the living God
fill us and guide us to that glory
which is the delight of all Your saints,
there to worship You forever. Amen.

First Reading

Isaiah 6:1-8

" In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated
on a high and lofty throne, with the train of his garment
filling the temple. > Seraphim were stationed above; each
of them had six wings: with two they veiled their faces,
with two they veiled their feet, and with two they
hovered aloft. * "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts!"
they cried one to the other. "All the earth is filled with
his glory!" * At the sound of that cry, the frame of the
door shook and the house was filled with smoke.* Then
I said, "Woe is me, I am doomed! For I am a man of
unclean lips, living among a people of unclean lips; yet
my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"

% Then one of the seraphim flew to me, holding an
ember which he had taken with tongs from the altar. ” He
touched my mouth with it. "See," he said, "now that this
has touched your lips, your wickedness is removed, your
sin purged."® Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
"Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?" "Here I am,"
I said; "send me!"
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Last week we investigated Jeremiah's call to proph-
etic office which was in the form of a dialog between
Yahweh and Jeremiah. Todays reading describes
Isaiahs call to prophetic office in742 B.C., 116 years
before Jeremiah < call.

Isaiah, according to Jewish tradition was of royal
stock. Itis certain that he belongs to the tribe of Judah
and that his home was in Jerusalem. Unlike Jeremiah,
who was celibate, Isaiah was married and had two
sons. He prophesied during the Assyrian advance on
Jerusalem in 705 B.C. Indeed, much of his life as a
court prophet (advisor to the king) was spent trying to
keep Judah independent from Assyria to the north and
Egypt to the south.

Unlike any other prophet, Isaiah receives his pro-
phetic call in a vision during Temple worship. Jews
believed that God "dwelled" on earth (i.e., the place
they knew God was present) in the Temple. They also
believed that the Temple itself was a mirrored image
of God's heavenly court. In Isaiah's vision, the Temple
does indeed become God's Holy Court.

From the time of his calling, Isaiah< whole life was
devoted to the “Lord Yahweh.” The Lord had called
him and henceforth I[saiah was His servant. The name
Isaiah means “Yahweh is salvation.”

As an observer, Isaiah does not see God directly,
only the train of his garment (i.e, his glory). The name
“seraphim” means “the burning ones” (verse 2). They
are angels of the highest rank of the nine choirs of
angels, the ones closes to God and His fiery love.
They cry out their worship; their words have been
incorporated into our "Hosanna" at Mass (verse 3) The
Hebrew language has no modifiers, the word is
repeated to achieve this effect. “Holy, holy, holy”
equals “holy, holier, holiest.”

In response to their words, the doors shook and
smoke filled the Temple; for the people of the time, an
earthquake and smoke were both signs of divine
presence. The smoke is the same “glory cloud” which
filled the tabernacle during the wandering in the desert
(Exodus 40:34).



In the presence of God, Isaiah was anxious for his
life (verse 5) because, in the face of such divine
power, he could die. Exodus 33:20 says, “but My face
you cannot see, for no man sees Me and still lives.”
Isaiah was overwhelmed by a sense of his own
unworthiness since he was one of a sinful people who
spoke with "unclean lips" (i.e., those who said one
thing and did another). But his "sin" is removed by the
touch of a burning coal to his lips; now Isaiah would
speak only the truth and be single hearted. With this
sin removed he could speak in the holy court (verses
6-7).

God calls out for a prophet. Here, Isaiah's anxious-
ness turns to willingness. The "clean" Isaiah becomes
God's prophet (verse 8),

1. What connection is there between our concept of
God and our availability to God?

2. How has God called you to be His witness? His
prophet?

Second Reading

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

' Now I am reminding you, brothers, of the gospel
I preached to you, which you indeed received and in
which you also stand.* Through it you are also being
saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you,
unless you believed in vain.

* For  handed on to you as of first importance what
I also received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the scriptures; * that he was buried;
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with
the scriptures; * that he appeared to Cephas, then to the
Twelve. © After that, he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers at once, most of whom are still
living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 After that he
appeared to James, then to all the apostles.

¥ Last of all, as to one born abnormally, he
appeared to me.’ For [ am the least of the apostles, not
fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God. '° But by the grace of God I am what
I am, and his grace to me has not been ineffective.
Indeed, I have toiled harder than all of them; not I,
however, but the grace of God (that is) with me. "
Therefore, whether it be I or they, so we preach and so
you believed.

For the past two weeks we have heard the Christian
community (the Church) compared to the human body
and we have heard of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. In
both instances it was made clear that no one individual
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or gift is more important than another as all are there
to serve the common good. However, of the
theological virtues of faith, hope and love, love
(charity) is the most important and all can possess it.
Chapter 14 of 1 Corinthians, which we skip over to get
to today<s reading, talks about the relative value of the
gifts of prophecy, tongues, interpreting tongues, etc.,
and ends with the direction that the gifts are to be used
for the edification of the Church.

As we learned three weeks ago (2" Sunday in
Ordinary Time, Cycle C), Paul wrote this letter to
answer things which were worrying the Corinthians.
Today he treats the subject of the resurrection of the
body. A characteristic Greek and Platonic concept
was that the body was a hindrance to the souls
activity. St. Paul answers this question by declaring
that the bodily resurrection of Christ is a fact duly
attested to by chosen witnesses.

The fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians is one of
the most important passages in the New Testament
since it is totally concerned with the resurrection —
Christ’s and ours. It is not clear whether the Corin-
thians had addressed questions to Paul on this subject
or whether he had been informed of erroneous
doctrinal trends in their midst. It does seem clear,
however, that some of them were saying that,
whatever may have happened to Christ, there was no
such thing as resurrection from the dead for others.
This might have been because they simply could not
imagine how any kind of bodily existence could be
possible after death, or because they disdained every-
thing bodily and were willing to content themselves
with the survival of the soul, or because they thought
that the resurrection was a purely spiritual experience
that had already taken place in them at baptism.

This chapter is divided into three parts. The first
(which constitutes our reading for this Sunday) offers
the basic Christian doctrine about the resurrection of
Jesus. The second (which we hear from next Sunday)
deals with the implications of denying the
resurrection. The third part (which provides readings
for the Seventh and Eighth Sundays in Ordinary Time)
teaches about the nature of a resurrected body.

This Sunday’s reading begins with a reminder of
the fundamental importance of the resurrection of
Christ for Christian faith. Paul tells the Corinthians
that the resurrection of Christ is the source of their
salvation and that, if they have lost their belief in
Jesus’ resurrection, their whole faith is vain. Without
the resurrection of Christ, everything collapses.

Then he reminds them of the content of the basic
preaching that he had given them, a preaching that
contained the very kernel of Christian revelation, the
fundamental content of all Christian belief. In accord



with the plans that had been intimated through the
Hebrew scriptures (verse 3), Jesus died for our sins
and was buried. (The burial confirms the reality of His
death.) The interpretation of Jesus<death in terms of
Isaiah 53:5 may go back to Jesus Himself (see also
Luke 20:37; Acts 8:332-35; 1 Peter 2:22-25).

Then He "was raised from the dead." (The Greek
tense used here signifies an action in the past whose
reality continues into the present. It could be properly
translated, "He has been raised and is still with us."
This construction is used no less than seven times in
First Corinthians 15.) Then the risen Christ showed
Himself to His followers: Peter, the twelve, five
hundred of the brothers at once (some of whom are
still available for verification), James, and, last of all,
to Paul.

What we have here in verses 3 and 4, called by
Paul “the gospel” is the creed of the Church:

Christ died for us.
He was buried.
He rose on the third day.

Christs burial emphasizes the reality of his dying.
In Jewish thought, burial is the final stage of death.
The three days in the tomb signify the reality of that
burial.

The Greek verb translated as “appeared” refers to
being seen by the eye. This is relevant to studying the
nature of the appearances of the risen Jesus: Paul is
speaking of true, ocular, sight; there seems to be no
way this can be identified with imagination or intel-
lectual vision.

The appearances of the risen Christ are a direct
proof of the historical fact of His resurrection. At the
time this letter was written many people who had seen
the risen Lord were still alive (verse 6). Some of the
appearances referred to by Paul are also mentioned in
the Gospels and in Acts. The importance of this pass-
age is enhanced by the fact that it is the earliest docu-
mentary record — earlier than the Gospels — of our
Lords resurrection, which had taken place scarcely
twenty years earlier.

Never one to overlook a chance to defend himself,
Paul now gives us an overview of the nature and out-
comes of his apostolate. His calling was different from
that of the other apostles (verse 8) Christs apparition
to Paul (Saul) as his conversion has constituted him as
an official witness to the resurrection.. Although he is
the least of the apostles (Pauls own name means
“least”), he has been called, not because of his own
merit but because of Gods grace in him. He has
worked harder than they, though the results came from
God’s grace rather than his own efforts. But the
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bottom line is that all the apostles, including Paul,
have preached the same saving truth about the
resurrection of Jesus.

1. Twice Paul used the term “in vain.” How do you
think Paul would describe a Christian life lived in
vain? How would you describe such a life?

2. What mission have you received from the Lord?

Gospel

Luke5:1-11
' While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and
listening to the word of God, he was standing by the
Lake of Gennesaret. ° He saw two boats there
alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked and
were washing their nets. ® Getting into one of the
boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put
out a short distance from the shore. Then he sat down
and taught the crowds from the boat. *After he had
finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep
water and lower your nets for a catch." *Simon said in
reply, "Master, we have worked hard all night and
have caught nothing, but at your command [ will lower
the nets." “When they had done this, they caught a
great number of fish and their nets were tearing. ’
They signaled to their partners in the other boat to
come to help them. They came and filled both boats so
that they were in danger of sinking. * When Simon
Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said,
"Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man."® For
astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized
him and all those with him, '° and likewise James and
John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of
Simon. Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from
now on you will be catching men." "' When they
brought their boats to the shore, they left everything
and followed him.

After reading from the scroll of Isaiah in the
synagogue in Nazareth (the Gospel reading for the
past two weeks), Jesus went to Capernaum where He
taught in the synagogue on the Sabbath and cast out a
demon; then He went to Simon<s house and healed his
mother-in-law, healed many, casting out demons for
some. The next day he went to a remote spot but the
crowds followed Him. Jesus then told the crowds that
He must give the good news to other towns also
because that is what He was sent to do. Verse 4:44
tells us that He preached the gospel in the synagogues
of Judea (one would expect Galilee), Our reading for



today, which is Simons call to be an apostle, takes
place at the Sea of Gennesaret (Sea of Galilee).

Jesus continues His ministry in the territory around
the famous sheet of water in Galilee that is called by
three names — the Sea of Galilee, the Sea of Tiberias
and the Lake of Gennesaret. Gennesaret is really the
name of the fertile plain on the west side of the lake.

Jesus<preaching is called “the word of God” for the
first time (verse 1). This phrase is used five times in
Luke and eleven times in Acts in the New American
Bible. The introduction of this term at the beginning
of the episode signals that the calling of the fishermen
and their response is an occasion of the effective
proclamation of the word of God.

Peter is the first person in the public ministry to
call Jesus “Lord” (no longer only “Master” as in verse
5). The early Church fathers saw in Simon< boat a
symbol of the pilgrim church on earth. Christ got into
the boat in order to teach the crowds; and from the
barque of Peter, the Church, He continues to teach the
whole world. Simon is called Peter for the first time
(verse 8), the name he will later have as the leader of
the Church.

We now have reached a turning point in the career
of Jesus. The last time we heard him preach He was in
the synagogue; now He is at the lakeside. He will be
back in the synagogue again; but the time will soon
come when the door of the synagogue will be shut to
Him and His church will be the lakeside and the open
road, and His pulpit a boat. He would go anywhere
that men would listen to Him.

In Luke, Jesus moved to the coast of Lake
Gennesaret (Sea of Galilee) in Capernaum. Here he
called his first disciples (who become His closest
friends). The context of the story indicated that Jesus
arrived early in the morning, a time of day when the
fishermen were cleaning up after a night's fishing.
Jesus entered the boat of Simon and began to preach
to the crowd. If Simon (the assumed leader) allowed
Jesus, the rabbi, to teach from his boat (an honor that
would have raised the reputation of Simon to a higher
level), he certainly would not have objected to Jesus'
next request. So, the teaching of Jesus set up the
willingness of Simon and his partners in the following
verses.

Luke enfolded a fish story that turns common sense
upside down. To maximize a catch, fishing was done
at night when water was cool and the activity of the
fish was minimal. During the day, the fish would see
the activity of the boats on the surface and, with the
water warming, would easily swim away. Notice
Peter's surprise to Jesus' command, and greater
surprise to the size of the catch, enough to fill two
boats! In the sight of the miracle, Peter declares his
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sinful status before the man who has the power of God
(verses 4-10).

With the revelation of God's power, Jesus called
Peter and friends to fish for people. Together, they left
their boats and their livelihoods to join with the rabbi.

On a deeper level, the impact of the fishermen,
Simon, Andrew, James, and John, upon the Christian
tradition cannot be underestimated. The method of
transportation is an example. Without a knowledge of
sailing, Jesus, a traveling preacher, needed to visit
towns and hamlets along the lake shore line. Peter and
his friends provided the knowledge and the means.

The commodity Simon and the others used for in-
come had influence. After the discovery of drying
techniques, fish as a food was common in the region.
Fish figured in the stories of the multiplication of the
loaves (Matthew 14.13-21; Mark 6:30-44, Luke 9.10-
17; John 6.1-14) and John's post-resurrection narrative
that paralleled this narrative (John 21:1-19). Jesus
used fish in his parable on prayer (Luke 11:11) and in
the story of paying the Temple Tax (Matthew 17:24-
26).1t also is the IXTHUS or Christian "fish" symbol
of the early Church.

1. What is the object lesson Jesus taught by directing
them where and how to take in a load of fish?

2. What do Isaiah, Paul, and Peter have in common in
these readings?

3. How can the Holy Spirit use these passages to
bring us new life?

4. Do you resemble Simon Peter in any way as
described in this passage?

Closing Prayer

God, our Father,
we ask you to watch over
your family gathered here.

In Your mercy and loving kindness
no thought of ours is left unguarded,
no tear unheeded,
no joy unnoticed.

Through the prayer of Jesus
may the blessings promised
to the poor in spirit
lead us to the treasures
of Your heavenly kingdom.

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.
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