Plotting day (Friday):

It was a very good day, partly cloudy with nice temperatures.  We started around 11:30, broke for lunch, and finished about 4:30.  Everyone enjoyed the day.

Test day (Saturday):

Another good day.  We met at the community center and had the draw for tracks at 8:30 on Saturday morning.  Thank you, Vicki Beets, for the nicely printed catalogs!  

Tracks were drawn as follows:

Track #1 – by Mary Jo Steger, tracklayer.  It was cold and frosty.  PICCOLOS ALL YOUR’S JULIET (Emmy Lou, miniature wire dachshund) started beautifully.  The first leg was 200 yards long and you could see the track in the frost for at least a part of it.  Turn to the right, heading toward a pond and then a left turn away from the pond.  At the next turn (to the left) Emmy Lou had a bit of a problem and back tracked the previous leg for quite a bit.  The handler backed up a ways and the dog finally turned and started down the leg to the turn.  She made the turn, 80 yards to the next turn to the left and then a straight shot of 70 yards to the glove.  Yea, a TD for Emmy Lou!!  Owner:  James Jenkins of Pleasureville, KY;  Flagcarrier, Carol Jeffrey

Track #2 – by Linda Hurst, tracklayer.  IRONWOOD’S PICKIN IN THE BLUE GRASS (J.D., miniature wire dachshund) drew the second track.  J.D. and his handler started out slowly but surely and made the first turn with no problem.  They got all the way to the second turn, and J.D. couldn’t decide which way the turn went (it went to the right) and they backed up almost all the way back to the first turn a couple of times.  The last time they came back to turn two, J.D. backed up a ways and made a left turn up a small slope and heard the whistle (they didn’t pass).  The tracklayer took them back to turn two and showed them where the turn was and J.D. then went on to find the glove.  Owner: James Jenkins of Pleasureville, KY; Flagcarrier, Julie Haase

Track #3 – by Cherly Bingham, tracklayer.  CH LIGHTFOOT THIEF OF THE NIGHT, JH (Weimaraner)drew track three.  She started her track with the wind blowing to the left, off about four feet, but stayed right on it and made that first turn without hesitation.  The next leg was her long one, and the problem because there was a dip and the wind was doing a swirl.  She made a circle at that point, but came right back on the track.  She hit the next three turns with no problem and got the glove.  It was great to watch!  Owner:  Debbie and Joe Moody of Maggie Valley, NC;  Flagcarrier, Mary Carpenter

Track #4 – by Sally Gervin, tracklayer.  FAIR WINDS SYDNEY (Border Collie).  One of the most enjoyable moments at a tracking test is watching a dog find the prize at the end of a well-run track.  It is all the more enjoyable when you were the tracklayer and the dog and handler ran a breathtakingly beautiful track.  That’s exactly what happened when Sydney and handler ran track four.  At the start flag, Sydney’s nose went down and off he went, literally flying down the track, first turn, no problem, second turn onto a very long leg that went up and down and up and down again for 200 yards, then a right turn and 50 plus yards to the coveted glove.  After waving the glove for the judges to see, handler and dog collapsed into a heap of fur, hugs, licks and probably some tears of joy.  By the time the out-of-breath judges, tracklayer, flagcarrier, and photographers caught up, Sydney was happy to show off his proud find.  Sydney, whose heritage is a mystery, showed up one day at a tracking lesson, and after determining that Sydney was indeed without home and family, the handler loaded him in the vehicle and Sydney then had a home and the rest is history.  Congratulations to a great team!  Owner:  Beverly Stewart of Nashville, TN; Flagcarrier, Joyce Cardwell

Track #5 – by Jean Burdick, tracklayer.  SMACK DAB’S HERE FOR THE PARTY (Kiss, Doberman) got the last track.  The field had good cover, the sun was out, but the wind was fierce.  Kiss started off at a nice clip and headed for the first turn which was at 90 yards.  After checking everything out at the turn she went left 60 yards to the next turn.  The wind was very strong, and was blowing down the next leg, so she made that turn with no problem.  The problem came when she was 150 yards into the leg.  With the wind at her back and blowing on down the leg, she failed to make the next turn to the right.  The dreaded whistle sounded.  When put back on the track, Kiss finished with no problem.  Isn’t that always the way it is?  Kiss is a nice tracking dog, and will earn her title in the near future.  Owner:  Dan and Brenda Faulkner of Knoxville, TN; Flagcarrier, Mary Johnson

Alternate track – by Jane Justice, tracklayer.  Since all the tracks were run with no incident, the alternate track was used as a test track.  LARINDA’S BABY BANDIT (Australian Cattle Dog).  The field was not in the same area as the others.  The field was somewhat rough in cover with a few briars cut close to the ground.  The track layout was a typical “top hat.”  The dog was very distracted by the spectators, judges, and traffic.  On the third leg, he finally gave up.  Unfortunately, it wasn’t the day for this dog.  Owner: Larinda Wilkins of Douglasville, GA; Flagcarrier, Beverly Stroh

Back to the community center:  Food! !  Everyone was ravenous!  We had hot soups, stews, chili, all kinds of sandwich meat, with many desserts.  Mari DeCuir did an excellent job coordinating the club members bringing food.  She stayed behind and missed all the fun in the fields so the helpers could have a hot meal upon returning.  

Enough cannot be said for the landowners, Mrs. Peggy Evans and her son, John.  They were so gracious at lending us the land to have the tracking test.  They even came out and watched a couple of tracks being run.  I wish they could have stayed to eat with us.  Thank you, Peggy and John.  Thank you, City of Rockwood and Danny Collins, who gave us permission to use one of their fields as the alternate test track.

Charlotte Clark was a first-timer at judges’ transportation.  The judges appreciated her being there at their beckoned call.  Good job, Charlotte!

Kathy Frank was another one of our new helpers.  She did a wonderful job at keeping the traffic parked and the crowd in control.  That was not an easy job.

Thank you, Ione Smith, for holding the maps so the gallery would know which way the track went.

Sharon Fesmire did an awesome job.  It was her first year as head tracklayer. 

The tracklayers did an excellent job in laying the tracks and knowing where the corners were.  Sometimes, that is very challenging!

The flagcarriers were absolutely fantastic and three of them had never participated before! We had one lady come up to us and tell us how nice it was to have someone assigned just to her.  She said it took all the stress away. 

The photographers, Barb Knowlton and Karen Woods, are getting better with each year.  They took some great photos which will be appreciated by all the entrants.  

Last, but not least, thank you, Mary Jo, for being test secretary.  Your duties are too many!

Thank you, everyone, from the bottom of my heart.  This test was a success because each and every individual did their assigned part.

by Jean Burdick

