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Dear ORKC friends,

Walter and | are just overwhelmed by the great honor you bestowed on us by dedicating the 2007 Annual ORKC Dog Show to us! We could never
have imagined being so honored. We have just loved the club and all of our wonderful friends in it and only wish we could have been more active
and have started earlier in our lives enjoying it's great people and fabulous dogs and activities. We want 1o thank each of you and wish each one, as

well a all ocur four legged friends, many long happy lives fogether in a great clubl

Thank you fram the bolom of our hearts!

Walter & Scoftie Gourdin

In May at the 2007 GSMDCA National Specialty, "Spot" (BIS/BISS CH Red Fern's Beau Derby CGC
NWPD WPD) won the first Swissy Top 20 in conformation. After winning BOB at the previous 2 National
Specialties, he was entered in just the Top 20 class at the 2007 Nationals. "Spot" also completed his
Working Pack Dog title while at Nationals. Spot's humans are Mac McFadden and Debbie Echols. He was
expertly shown by Wendi Cowell, and was thrilled to get to play with his Wendi again. "Spot" is a truly

amazing dog and we have been blessed with the honor of his company.
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Keeping Dogs Healthy During the Summer

Dogs are wonderful additions to a family and are often treated as
well as human family members. They become your best friend,
companion, or even your furry child. Learning how to care for these
beloved pets, especially during the summer's heat, is imperative to

their good health and to lowering your veterinary bills.

Keep your dogs hydrated. Dogs can easily become dehydrated
during the warm weather and it will happen more quickly
depending on the thickness of their fur. Keep the water bowl in a
visible place, such as the kitchen, so every family member will
remember to check its fullness during the course of the day. If you
are out walking, pack a cold water bottle just for your dog and stop

often to encourage your dog to drink.

Limit exercise. Every vet will encourage dog owners to take dogs
for a walk to encourage good health, strengthen their bones, and
help keep their nails trimmed, but use common sense during the
summer. Shorten the length of your walk or break up a long walk
into two shorter sessions.

Be aware of the outside temperature and humidity. Do not forget
that your beloved Fido is walking with a fur coat and will overheat
easily. Walking in the early morning or late evening hours, when

the sun is low in the sky, will often help keep dogs cooler.

Walk close to your house so if you sense your dog is having

problems you can turn around or call for help. Hiking paths and

DOG DAYS oF

SUMMER

paved trails are wonderful resources but you will be stuck if your

dog collapses in the middle of a trail that doesn't allow cars.

Take your dog's age and overall health into consideration when
planning activities outdoors. Older dogs will tire and dehydrate
more easily than younger dogs and these changes can appear
without warning. Dogs can also develop seasonal allergies which
can in turn affect their breathing ability, so keep a close watch on
older dogs that seem to pant excessively.

Check for ticks daily. Ticks are very small insects that often carry
Lyme's Disease and other tick borne illnesses. These microscopic
insects are prevalent during the warm weather months in wooded
areas or yards with tall grass and if they come in contact with your
pet, they will bite the animal and make their way into your home.
Obviously, ticks are more difficult to find on dogs with thick fur so
really dig your fingers in to feel them and remove them carefully
with tweezers.

Do not leave any dogs in a locked car. Even with open windows,
cars can heat to well over 100 degrees very quickly, which can
cause severe trouble for any pet.

Using your common sense with your dog during the summer will
eliminate emergency visits to the vet and will eliminate any stress
your dog may feel, making for a much happier family life.
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