
Sums across a range of sheets 
The last tip showed a sheet with detail lines at the bottom and results summed by month 
at the top. We have individual sheets with names ranging from Dilbert to Wally. We wish 
to sum the results in a table similar to the summary at the top of each sheet. The 
temptation is to just start typing in the formula bar referencing each sheet one at a time 
getting something like: 
 = Dilbert!G5 + MrClean!G5 + … + Wally!G5 
This gets a little tiresome after a while. We also have a long formula to verify later. When 
personnel changes occur we will delete or add individual sheets and we will have to edit 
and verify each formula again. Look at the formula for the current cell in the following 
summary spreadsheet. 

 
 
The formula, = SUM(Dilbert:Wally!G5) adds the value in cell G5 from every individual 
sheet. If a new sheet is added between Dilbert and Wally, it is automatically included in 
the sums. 
Notice also that columns have been added to calculate employer contribution to Social 
Security and the amount of the check to the IRS. Quarterly summaries in rows 15 to 19 
aid in filing appropriate IRS forms and individual summaries below that summarize W2 
form information. 


