PAGE  
2

Green Environment
Facilitator-Karen Bridgeman

Scribe-Joan Nelson

January 17, 2008

Trees

1.  Encourage homeowners to retain trees, covenants for subdivisions in place at time of      

     purchase

2.  Value trees in new developments.  Realize that trees decrease CO2 levels.
     Institute a program similar to  “cap and trade” for trees

     Use incentives or taxes to accomplish this goal

3.  Plant trees
     Urban green corridor, could be donated by each graduating class from ORHS

     Plant more trees, include public housing
     Plant trees that are efficient at reducing CO2 levels
     Plant native trees

     Plant trees to lower ambient temperature

4.  Maintenance and removal of trees

     City provide a mobile sawmill, or transport to a sawmill, for the larger older trees that must 

     be  taken down, so they could be used for wood 

     City provide assistance with care and disposal of larger trees at residences because the

     cost to homeowners can be prohibitive, even it they want to care for or dispose of the tree in  

     the most environmentally responsible manner.

5.  Power lines

     Trimming of trees for power lines destructive and unsightly +
      Know and use “best practices” in tree trimming

      Educate residents to plant low growing trees and shrubs in right of way
      Put utility lines underground

6.  Have an urban forester, or arborist employed by the city  ++
7.  Involve the Arboretum as a resource for education, especially on the care of trees

Landscaping

1.  Reduce cost to city by using native plants for landscaping
     Plant for low maintenance

     Use volunteers

2.  Improve residential and commercial areas by using landscaping to define entrances +
     Designate spaces and its uses by landscaping

     Make demonstration plots for landscaping and gardening

3.  Award for “greenest” landscaping

4.  Landscape by LEED standards and develop a sustainable site index

5.  Use native plants for residential landscaping

6.  Control and eliminate invasive species, especially Kudzu and ivy

7.  Encourage Backyard Wildlife Habitat through education

8.  Add plants and shrubs to enhance the appeal of commercial centers
     Create beauty

9.  More community parks

Urban Gardens and Farming and Botany
1.  Encourage gardesn and farming on public and private land, +++

     for example, under powerlines 
     Incentives for the creation of this space in new developments

     Urban gardens reduce GHG

2.  Create garden areas in assisted living facilities and nursing homes

3.  Create botanical learning center +
      Host a Green Fair to educate consumers and residents

4.  Community wide nest boxes for birds, bats, butterflies

     Example is the Burr Oak Woods in Kansas City

5.  Create butterfly gardens at schools and homes

Green Spaces ( A Larger View)
1.  Quantify and monitor green areas lost or gained each year in the community +
2.  Educate citizens about the treasures and the diversity in our natural environment

     For example, through hikes and signs that identify species

     This will encourage citizens to work to retain these treasures

3.  Place Oak Ridge and its green spaces in the larger picture of East Tennessee from the +
     Smokies to the Plateau

     Coordinate with other cities, like Knoxville, and other organizations, like TDEC

4.  Find ways to value green spaces and measure their contributions to the community and the 

     environment

5.  Create a master plan/map of our green spaces.  +
     Prioritize these areas to protect them for their ecological services 

6.  Protect our large green spaces and resist further commercial or residential development of
     AEDC/DOE reservation
7.  Stop clear cutting and ridge line development +
8.  Insist on transparency and accountability in land transfers affecting green areas

9.  Encourage conservation of land in subdivisions by building denser developments
     Saves land

     Saves the city money

10. Require new developments to provide green spaces that are available to the public at large.

11. Make green spaces accessible

      Maintain them well

12. Tax incentives tied to zoning

13. Require green belts in new development, especially where slopes are steep or wetlands are

       present

Recycling

1.  Commercial recycling needs to be addressed
2.  Litter control ++
     Education in schools

     Containers in public areas, parks, at public events

     Fines and Signs
Bikes

1.  Make every city street bicycle friendly +++++
     Trails, corridors, bike racks

     Consider joining rails to trails program
Light Pollution

1.  Use streetlights that direct the light down +
     Saves energy

     Decreases light pollution

2.  Public and commercial “lights out”

     Dark Sky Initiative

Recreation and Marina

1.  Keep marina area natural

2.  Develop a “line of jewels”  along the waterfront from Haw Ridge past the marina in 

     balanced way that includes natural areas, retail, and recreation

     Promote recreation and arts at the waterfront
3.  Police marina area to discourage the feeding of geese
4.  Create a Blue Way for canoes and kayaks using river and local creeks +

5.  Rental of skates, bicycles, canoes, etc. from point to point

6.  Link greenways

7.  Reclaim the original boardwalks through town

Wetlands and Water (Some could belong in another group.)
1.  Encourage cisterns and rain barrels to reduce and slow runoff, help with flooding
2.  Reduce large paved areas, parking lots, by using permeable surfaces to increase

     infiltration

     Require this with zoning for developers

3.  Change from water basins and retention ponds to wetlands and bioswales

     Eliminate mosquito problem

     Eliminate curbs and gutters

4.  Solve problem of silt and erosion by coordination between city and TDEC

5.  No net loss of wetlands

6.  Gray water usage

General Suggestions (Some could belong in different group)

1.  Sidewalks on both sides of the street 

2.  Dog Parks, one at Turtle Park not easy to find

     Need better signs

3.  Bill board ordinances 

4.  Solar carports, PVC for electric cars in parking lots

5.  Assure personal safety in parks and green spaces, address the drug problem in Oak Ridge

6.  Insulation and weather proofing needed in rental properties to reduce GHG and the

     high price of fuel for renters

7.  Involve the religious community in all aspects.  

     They have a lot of land that is part of our green spaces 

     They landscape

Comments:

We had 64 suggestions listed.  Some have been consolidated because they were so similar.

Those in green received dots.  The pluses represent the number of dots they received.

