Small Business Support

Identify beginning companies


Become a place known as a successful small business incubator

City subsidize green business buildings

Encourage existing businesses to thrive, maximize what is present

Periodic [green] knowledge transfer meetings hosted by Chamber of Commerce

City support video and online meetings

*Video conferencing center (nationwide reach)


City established and supported as a business support service

Rewards and award acknowledge green businesses

Business [to] better utilize city swimming pool (3 more months)

City support for green home based businesses, provide services for like energy audits

Infrastructure for micro and telecommunicating based businesses (cheap broadband)

City hard to deal with [for] small businesses, [Make] small business friendly

*One stop small business support

**Tax abatement for small businesses (# of employees or gross income)

Small communities/small businesses [lead to] higher local money velocity (8x)

Local businesses buy locally (integrated), integrated services

Banking and finance for micro-loans

Recognition of local green business certification.

Use government taxes to leverage green business incubator

Makes Businesses More Energy Efficient
Air lock for smaller business entrances (air curtain
Require recyclable business waste as part of city garbage contract

Increase green education as a business opportunity

Motion sensor/smart lights

Business lights off at night

Residential builders certified zero energy home builders

Home subcontractors certified by city to green homes as renovate

Development funding sources – use energy savings


Government Buildings


Residences


Commercial Buildings

Encourage businesses to utilize compostable/renewable/recyclable materials

Leed standard for existing and new buildings

Sustainable site index

Encourage green roofs

Businesses overcool in summer and overheat in winter

*IDB support for LEED and sustainability support

Tax break incentive

Voluntary business best green practice recognize and encourage

Retail Support
Use Mall as starting point for sustainable model


Take L shape and install 2mW of solar on roof


Leverage to lower mall space rent to reinvigorate mall

The ingredients for a meal travel 1500 miles


Encourage businesses for local food growth for local usuage.


Warning – Don’t grow local what can be grown in a more green way somewhere else

City policy buy local

*Oak Ridge City small business discount card (tax discount?)

Rebuild historic neighborhood shopping districts

Incentize startups and community to use and shop at

Green hotels

ORNL green Wal-Mart in Texas – Why not Oak Ridge?

Energy audit to point businesses to quick easy profits

[Audit] building owners who lease spaces [for energy savings]

Attract New Businesses
Identify sustainable industries

Project image as a place for green companies

How leverage ORNL/Y-12?

Better reuse TVA gypsum waste or any other industry waste to create another industry that turns that waste into a recycle product

Recruit profitable business clusters that can create jobs for the existing workforce.

Support nuclear as a green energy option and be supportive of the business opportunites created

Evaluate green companies to make sure really green.

Provide tax incentive for businesses who provide renewable energy sources

Consider increased support for nuclear energy as a green power source.

Encourage and recruit green businesses

Business to check [audit] business energy costs

Training for energy audits

Support human powered activities and more sporting events related to

*K-25 race track support

Green solar powered races

Technology competitions

*Repower existing vehicles to CNG, biodiesel, electric

Repower hybrids and PHEV [plug in electric vehicles]

City re-examine mission of Oak Ridge Chamber to ensure recruit right businesses in marketing Oak Ridge

Technology ORNL exported out and not used here (more technology transfer to local businesses)
*Businesses better integrate [with] ORNL and Y-12

Market city as location for zero energy businesses

Improve City’s Environment
Reuse existing power line right aways for other things (gardens?)

Complete energy audits

Figure out what can recycle

More walkable city – live above business, increase population density, mixed zoning, encourage strip malls


Cluster development downtown


High density residential around downtown

Businesses evaluate workweek to reduce transportation [4-10 work week]

Better collect and use gray water from businesses

Encourage more tree/native grass plant businesses

Business testing residential duct HVAC losses, air infiltration

*Knowledge based businesses

City change to attract these businesses

*Get people excited to live here.

Improve look of lots and sidewalks in city


Sidewalks fall apart old city – need to be repaired

Sidewalks don’t exist new neighborhoods

Environmental transportation costs saved by shopping Oak Ridge

Community gardens

Centralized residential around downtown with mass transit to plants

**City support to lower costs for farmer market and for city residents with surplus garden produce.

Better reuse timber and wildlife resources of reservation as city funding source

Program ecotourism and historical architectural tourism

Pedistrian based city downtown

*City staff clearing house for information

*Vision and development plan for smart neighborhood and businesses to support

*People don’t live here because can’t buy essentials here

Can’t buy spool of thread

Rejuvanate mall [in a] green manner

Mass transit to Knoxville shopping

Improve and increase farmer’s market, more permanent

References:

California green jobs for all (Oakland) 

*Van Jones (TN)

