In January, EQAB hosted a Public Forum on the topic of Greening Oak Ridge.  Over 100 people attended and over 400 suggestions were recorded.  Have these been lost in the sinkhole of government bureaucracy?  No, they have been the main focus of EQAB’s attention for the last three months.  After consolidation of similar suggestions, we had 293 suggestions to organize.  At a workshop with City Council on April 20th, we will give a preview of the results.  The final report is planned for summer.
The complete list of citizen’s suggestions will soon be posted on the city website, www.cortn.org.  While working with citizen input, it has become evident that our citizens are on the cutting edge of thought about how to be a “green” city.  If one looks at the problems and plans of cities across the country, you see that Oak Ridge is not alone, and the citizens who attended the forum were well-informed.

EQAB will have a booth at Earth Day, April 25th, which will include a list of the 400+ suggestions as they were recorded.  The booth will have a display illustrating our progress in developing a plan for sustainability and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.  The measurements of the city’s carbon footprint will be displayed at the booth.  Resources for determining your personal carbon footprint will be available.

The two sectors to consider when greening Oak Ridge are municipal and community.     Athanasia Senecal, the UT intern employed by Oak Ridge, has been working hard on quantifying the municipal and community footprints, while EQAB has been organizing the input from the community.  A mathematical model shows that city operations are responsible for about 1% of greenhouse gases generated in Oak Ridge.  The community itself (residences, schools, and businesses) is responsible for the other 99%.  Since the schools are not managed by the city government, but by the Board of Education, their operation doesn’t fall into the municipal category. 
How can the city government reduce energy use, improve energy efficiency, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and save money in its municipal operations?  City staff and EQAB are working on answers to these questions.  While the answers are vital to our city, it is the actions of the community that will have the largest impact on greenhouse gas emissions and the environment.  Starting with the booth at Earth Day, EQAB members plan to make community and business education a major part of the implementation of the sustainability initiative. 
