Sustainability

The U.S. National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 declared as its goal a national policy to "create and maintain conditions under which [humans] and nature can exist in productive harmony, and fulfill the social, economic and other requirements of present and future generations of Americans." 

 A report to the UN General Assembly in 1987 defined sustainability as the ability to “meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”[1] 

 If we are to assure that we can sustain the well-being of future generations, it is necessary to reduce the production of greenhouse gases.  In March of 2009, the Copenhagen Climate Council reported the probability of “abrupt and irreversible shifts” in climate that could endanger biodiversity and human communities. The present

phenomenon of global warming is attritubted to greenhouse gas emissions, especially CO2 resulting from  the burning of fossil fuels, whose use has dramatically increased since the Industrial Revolution. 

Reducing greenhouse gases is best accomplished as part of a comprehensive plan to manage energy use by addressing the economic, social, and environmental systems that are the basis for human communities.  Human economic and social systems exist within, and are dependent upon, the limitations imposed by the environmental systems. 

“Sustainability has many definitions but the basic principles and concepts remain constant: balancing a growing economy, protection for the environment, and social responsibility, so they together lead to an improved quality of life for ourselves and future generations.”


President George W. Bush 
January 24, 2007 
 

