International Sustainability Efforts

The  urgent need to address the causes and effects of climate change is recognized by both governments and citizens around the world.   

There are two recent examples of international grassroots actions.   There was a “Wake-Up” call that was sponsored by AVAAZ and Tcktcktck on September 21, 2009.   Citizens in 135 countries around the world planned 2600 events to bring attention to climate change and the need for national governments to adopt policies to limit greenhouse gas emissions.  On October 24, 350.org and 1Sky coordinated a Climate Action Day  to increase awareness of the need to bring global CO2 emissions back down to 350 ppm.  There were over 5000 events in 180 countries.  Both of these initiatives were timed to precede the United Nations Climate Conference in Copenhagen in December, 2009. (COP15)  www.avaaz.org, tcktcktck.org, www.350.org, and www.1sky.org.


In 1972 the United Nations created the United Nations Environmental Programme,  www.unep.org. “UNEP is the United Nations system’s designated entity for addressing environmental issues at the global and regional level. Its mandate is to coordinate the development of environmental policy consensus by keeping the global environment under review and bringing emerging issues to the attention of governments and the international community for action.   UNEP has six major areas of concern:  climate change, disasters and conflicts, ecosystem management, environmental governance, harmful substances, and resource efficiency.

In1988 UNEP and the World Meteorological Organization created the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change which has over 2,500 scientists reporting research on the state of climate change and its environmental and socio-economic consequences. www.ipcc.ch. The IPCC has three working groups: 

Working Group I-The Science of Climate Change;

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ipcc-wg1.unibe.ch/"
 

 HYPERLINK "http://index.html/"
Working Group II-Impacts, adaptation and vulnerability; 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ipcc-wg3.de/"
Working Group III-Mitigation of climate change and a Task Force on Greenhouse Gas 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp/"
Inventories

ICLEI-Local Govenments for Sustainability, is an organization that works with cities around the world to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions and develop climate action plans.  ICLEI has 1,107 municipalities who have made a commitment to sustainable development.  This represents over 400 million people around the globe. The following are five examples of very unique types of actions by cities from different parts of the world. www.iclei.org
In 1998 ICLEI member; Malmo, Switzerland; was presented the Scroll of Honor Award by the UN Human Settlement Program. Malmo created ecofriendly neighborhoods of tenements and old shipyards that were abandoned after a recession in 1980.  They used renewable energy-wind and solar, organic waste biomass, roof gardens, carpooling and pedestrian and bike paths.  Malmo plans to reduce CO2 emissions by 25% between 2008 and 2012.

Suwan City in South Korea partnered with business and citizens to reclaim the Uncheon-Choon river.  Samsung led the way in reducing pollution into the river by 70%.  Fish have returned and citizens are returning to the river for recreational purposes.   

The Fairfield City Council in Australia partnered with the Department of Environment and Conservation and the Chamber of Commerce to promote Clean Production Practices to obtain both financial and environmental benefits for its industrial park.  The businesses successfully reduced water, energy, and raw material consumption and waste generation.  Participants saved between $4,500 and $450,000 US dollars.

Ethekwini in South Africa instituted an Open Space Systems program in 2002.  They established and committed to maintain open spaces for community use.  The open spaces include parks, athletic fields, agricultural fields, gardens, and right-of-ways.  These open spaces include grasslands, forests, beaches, estuaries, rivers, and wetlands.  These have been defined as “green infrastructure” and are valued at $478 million US dollars a year.


Chillan, Chile has begun a project to turn abandoned public spaces into a Village of Artisans.  Working together the local citizens, the city, and a planning board will provide jobs by revitalizing craft industries as well as provide meeting places for recreation and relaxation.

