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St. Francis Episcopal Church 

To seek and serve Christ by making God’s love known.  
 

July 2009—Volume X, Issue 4 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sundays 
 

8:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:15 a.m.—Christian Ed 

10:30 a.m.—Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 
 

Wednesdays 
 

10:15 a.m.—Morning Prayer & Fellowship 
5:30 p.m.—Bible Study with meal 

7:00 p.m.—Holy Eucharist 
 
 

CLERGY 
 

Rev. H. Joseph Minarik, Rector 
Phone: Office—865-494-7167 
 Home—865-494-0097 
Email: stfjoseph@bellsouth.net 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Linda Goins, Office Administrator 
Email:  stfnorris@bellsouth.net 

 

George Davis, Senior Warden 
Phone: 865-494-9864 
Email:  georgedavis102@gmail.com 

 

Bill Manning, Junior Warden 
Phone: 865-494-0225 
Email:   billmanning@msn.com 

 

Scott Branham, Treasurer 
Phone: 865-494-0544 
Email:  branhams@bellsouth.net 

 

Toni McDaniel, Choir Director/Organist 
Phone: 865-494-7006 

 

Jim Brent, Organist 
Phone: 865-482-6968 

 

Bill Manning, Webmaster 
Phone:  865-494-0225 
Email:  billmanning@msn.com 

 

Angela Alley, Nursery School Director 
Phone:  865-494-7160 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday - closed 
Tuesday & Thursday  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Wednesday & Friday  8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Bishop:  The Rt. Rev. Charles G. vonRosenberg 
Rector:  The Rev. H. Joseph Minarik 

P.O. Box 29, 158 W Norris Road, Norris, Tennessee  37828 
Phone: (865) 494-7167   Fax: (865) 494-8943   E-Mail: stfnorris@bellsouth.net   Web page: http://www.discoveret.org/stf/ 

 
 

ST. FRANCIS  
 
 
 
 
 

NIGHTNIGHTNIGHTNIGHT    
 

COMING 
Friday, July 24th 

8:30 PM 
 

 
 
 

with SNACKS and 
DRINKS! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Bring your friends and 
come out to the  

Friday Night Movie 
at St. Francis Church on the Deck! 



 

As I write this letter, I realize that I am about to enter my fourth year of ministry at St. Francis. I must 
say that the first three years have been more than I expected and I mean that in a good way. From the start, I 
have felt as though this is where we belonged and I look forward to the next three years and beyond. 
 

The last three years have been a stabilizing period for this church. After a period of turmoil, we have 
somewhat settled in and started to determine the direction in which we wish to move. Much has been  
accomplished in our youth programs, so we have the opportunity for growth in that area. 
 

My concern is the growth in the areas of young adults. It seems as though we take two steps forward 
and two steps back. In the three years I have been here we have managed to bring in a few younger families 
but we have lost them at about the same rate as we gain. It seems like as soon as we get younger people on 
board and becoming active in the operations of the church, circumstances change and they move away. 
 

I know of no one who has left because of dissatisfaction with the church; it is their personal situations 
(such as re-location) that change. Then, we have to fall back on the faithful few that have always done the 
work of the parish. It is a wonderful thing that we have such people to rely upon but we also need to think of 
our future. 
 

The only way to accomplish the things we wish to accomplish is by bringing new people into the fold. 
In order to do this, it becomes necessary to do something most Episcopalians do not feel comfortable doing. 
The word is evangelism. 
 

We get a picture in our minds when that word is used. We tend to think of evangelism as a  
fundamentalist action of coercing friends to come to church and being very insistent and even throwing fear 
and guilt into the equation. That is one way to look at it. Certainly, that is not what I am implying that we do. 
At the same time, we need to think about ways to talk to our friends and acquaintances about coming to visit 
this Episcopal Church. 
 

There was a decade of evangelism declared by our church. (1990-2000). It was so successful that my 
bet is that none of you even heard of it and if you did, how did you, personally, respond? Me too. We need to 
try again. 
 

I read this week about the declining numbers in the Southern Baptist Churches. All the denominations 
are experiencing declines. We seem to be following the example set in the European Churches. I understand 
that the European churches are all basically empty on Sundays. We went to St John the Divine, in New York 
City, five years ago and the space was, at best, 20 percent filled. The National Cathedral had about twenty 
five people for their noon Eucharist, we attended in March. 
 

We can sit back and say, “It’s happening to everyone”, and think there is nothing we can do about  
declining numbers. Or, we can be proactive. All it takes is asking a friend or acquaintance to come visit your 
church. Explain, to them, the Episcopal Church as you perceive it. Think about what it is that makes you want 
to be in this denomination and articulate, as best you can, what that is. We have much to offer and if we can 
grow, those offerings will become more. 
 

Have a great summer.  
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 A  Prayer attributed to St. Francis 
 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, 
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is    
sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be 
understood as to understand; to be loved  as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal 
life. Amen. BCP 833 
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WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 
 

Please sign-up to help MAN THE BOOTH for 
two-hours or more if you’re available and also,  

to DONATE BAKED GOODS  for the Bake Sale 
(i.e. muffins, cookies, brownies, etc.). 

 

There are sign-up sheets in the Parish Hall. 
 

Please contact Nancy Carroll, 457-8056 or 
Elaine Trent, 457-5581, if you can help. 

 
The proceeds will go toward remodeling St. Francis Kitchen. 
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We are looking for commitments from people to help with 
the Bible School. We need helpers in the following areas:  

Storytelling, Music, Crafts, Snacks, and Recreation. 
 

Please contact Amy Bakaletz, 494-4033; or Norris  
Religious Fellowship, 494-7131, if you will be available to 
help, and which of the areas you are interested in doing. 

 
There will be a planning meeting, Wednesday,  

July 1st, 7:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall. ����
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A special thanks to everyone  
for your support of the Norris Food Pantry! 

 
 

The next Norris Food Pantry 
will be Thursday, July 23rd 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

For cash donations: make checks payable to: 
“Norris Area Food Pantry” and mail to:  

 

Norris United Methodist Church, 
P.O. Box 327, Norris, TN  37828. 

 

NORRIS AREA FOOD PANTRY 
“Supplemental Distribution” 

 
For folks unemployed af ter  January 1, 2008 , 
and living in the Anderson County High School  
district, the Norris Area Food Pantry  will have a 
“Supplemental Distribution” of food on July 8 th & 
August 12 th at St. Joseph Catholic Church, on 
Hwy. 61,  from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.    
 

Boxes of food will be brought out to the cars  
as they drive-thru under the canopy on a  

FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVE basis.   
If you know someone who’s recently lost their job, 

please let them know about these additional,  
short-term opportunities. 
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· Father Joe reported funds were donated or raised for all St. Francis children wishing to attend Grace Point Camp.  
 

· The annual diocesan visit will be with Bishop Sanders on April 18, 2010.  
 

· The diocese has requested an increase in St. Francis’ diocesan giving since this parish is one of six that gave less 
than 80% of their pledged amount. Vestry discussed the situation but felt the budget did not allow an increase at 
this time. 

 

· Scott Branham reported the parish budget is currently on target since expenses have been slightly less than    
budgeted. Scott recommended a stewardship campaign in August or September since vestry will need to prepare a 
new budget in November. 

 

· Father Joe will ask Linda Goins to e-mail reminders early in the week to those who serve the next Sunday.  
 Anyone who cannot serve should schedule a replacement. 

 
 Highlights by Barbara Dyer 

 
Vestry Members 2009 

 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most gracious favor, and further us with thy continual help; that in all   
our works begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy Name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain       
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                BCP 832 #57 
 
 

George Davis, Sr. Warden (865-494-9864) [2009] Bill Manning, Jr. Warden (865-494-0225)  [2009] 
Barbara Brown (423-562-9767) [2010] Brandon Fisher (865-457-7154)  [2011] 
Mark Casey (865-494-6083) [2010] David Fritts  [2011] 
John Cole (865-457-6637) [2010] Martha Webb  (865– 859-9008)  [2011] 
Barbara Dyer (865-494-9555) [2009]  
  

Treasurer—Scott Branham (865-494-0544) Clerk—Martha Kopp Shear (865-494-9021) 

�
Committees—Vestry Liaison 

 

Buildings/Grounds—Bill Manning (865-494-0225) Outreach—Martha Webb (865-859-9008) 
Calendar—Brandon Fisher (865-457-7154)  Parish Life—John Cole (865-457-6637)  
Communication—Barbara Dyer (865-494-9555) Recognition—Barbara Brown (423-562-9767)  
Incorporation/Marketing—Mark Casey (865-494-6083) & Youth Liaison—George Davis (865-494-9864) 
  David Fritts   

 
Vestry Member Responsible (VMR) 

A vestry member will be responsible each Sunday for one month for closing up the building after church on Sundays 
after the 10:30 service and coffee hour. A laminated list of check points furnished by John Coobs is tacked to the  
bulletin board for the VMR's use. This position is called Vestry Member Responsible (VMR) and will be listed on the 
monthly schedule and in the bulletin.  Listed here are our VMR's through December: 

 

 July—George Davis October—Brandon Fisher 
 August—Barbara Dyer November—Martha Webb 
 September—Bill Manning December—Barbara Brown 

 
The next Vestry Meeting  

will be Monday, July 20, 2009, 6:30 p.m. 
in the Parish Hall.�



July  Birthdays August Birthdays 

 
 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin 
another year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in 
your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                           

BCP 830, #50   

  

12 Karen & Bill Guynes 
14 Denny & Herb Lay 
15 Kim & John Mowry 
21 Liz & Dean Salem 
22 Brenda & Richard Boody 

 7 Leigh Ann & Jason Elkins 
 9 Elaine & Frank Trent 
10 Lois and Joe Fink 
21 Thomasina & Chris DeMott 
22 Deborah & Andy Meacham 
 

We thank you, most gracious God, for consecrating our marriage in Christ’s Name and  
presence. Lead us further in companionship with each other and with you. Give us grace 
to live together in love and fidelity, with care for one another.  Strengthen us all our days, 
and bring us to that holy table where, with those we love, we will feast for ever in our 
heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.              Book of Occasional Services 

 1 Madison Branham 
 3 Chris DeMott 
  Allie Mayes 
 5 Casey Fritts 
 9 Linda Fields 
  Susan Forbes 
11 Deborah Meacham 
13 Tony Powers 
14 Susan Batchelor 
  Jena Fisher 
  Jean Williams 

17 Sarah Mowery 
20 Mandy Carroll 
21 David Jersey 
  Gene Salem 
  Joyce Tackett 
24 Doug Clark 
25 Mike Templin 
27 Joey Geraud 
28 Carol Ann Lane 
29 Joan Sanders 
30 Elaine Trent 

 3 Tom Heffern 
 4 Don Forbes 
  Susan Mayes 
  Sophia Shields 
 5 Bettie Coobs 
  Ashley Dobrogosz 
 8 Richard Dyer 
 9 Andy Meacham 
10 Grant Webb 
11 John Mowery 
14 Samuel Ahlstedt 

15 Michael Shear 
16 Robert Mayes 
17 Avery Manning 
20 Madison Neveu 
22 Martha Bridges 
  Caroline Casey 
24 Sonya Minarik 
26 Kathleen Collins 
  Rickey Thompson 
28 Faye Grantham 
  Janet Heffern 

                     July  Anniversaries                                            August Anniversaries 

If you have a birthday or anniversary this month or next and it is not listed, that means we do not have it in our 
Parish Database. Please contact the office�at 865-494-7167 and let us know so we can add it to our database. 

 

THANK YOU!����

 

Robin  
Bill Branham 
Bettie Coobs 
Doris Farrar 
Joseph Geraud 
Fred Grantham 
Janet Heffern 
Herb Lay 
Dan Long 
Fran Long 
Stephen McMillan 
Madeline McNeeley 
George Owens 
Liza Roberts 

Sandy Sanders 
Kate Wagoner 

Penn Warriner Family 
Ronnie Weaver 
Dennis Webber 
Rachel Werner 
Anne Windrow 

Esta Yodzukinas 
Caden 

Richard Dyer 
Anne GlenSherrill 

William Reed Family 
Maria Weiss 

Travis Arsenault 
Keith Douglas 
Mark A. Farrar 
Victor C. Farrar 
Susan Fink 
Darrell Hull 
Matthew Hobbs 

Colt Jennings 
Dane Kaley 
Sue Knapik 

Mitchell Littler 
Joe Loar 

John Minarik 
Zach Rand 

Michael Shear 
Jordan Thomas 

David Trent 
Danielle Varner 
Travis Vaughn 

Those serving at home and abroad 
in our military service 

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping 
all the men and women of our armed forces at home and 
abroad.  Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; 
strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them 
courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a 
sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                            BCP 823, #25  

 

Wedding(s) 
 

Deborah Davis Roberts and Stephen George Hauser were married June 20, 2009 at St. Francis Episcopal Church. 



SATURDAY, JULY 4 
 8:00 a.m. Kitchen Angels Bake Sale at the Annual Norris 
  Day Celebration on the Commons until 4:00 p.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8 
 9:00 a.m. Norris Food Pantry “Supplemental Distribution 
  until 11:00 a.m. (St. Joseph Catholic Church) 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 12 
Bar Soap and Lotion  Sunday for Norris Food Pantry 

 

MONDAY-FRIDAY, JULY 13-17 
 6:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School until 8:30 p.m.  
  (Norris Religious Fellowship) 

  

THURSDAY, JULY 16 
SOWER Deadline 

 

MONDAY, JULY 20 
 6:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting (Parish Hall) 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 23 
 9:00 a.m. Norris Food Pantry until noon  (Norris UMC) 

 

FRIDAY, JULY 24 
 8:30 p.m. Friday Night Movie at St. Francis 
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St. Francis’ Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box  29 
158 West Norris Road 

 Norris, TN  37828 
 

  
 
 
 

       Address Correction Requested 
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CHURCH CALENDAR—JULY 2009 
 

 
SERVICES EVERY WEEK  

 
 
 

SUNDAYS 
   8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I  
 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II 
   6:30 p.m. Prayer Service at Norris Health and Rehab Center 
  (1st Sunday Holy Communion) 
 8:00 p.m. AA Meeting  (Parish Hall) 
 
 
 
 

MONDAYS 
   7:00 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting   (Parish Hall) 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
 10:15 a.m. Morning Prayer and Fellowship 
  (Administrative Building) 
 


