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NEXT MEETING — September 13, 2004: The Greening of East Knoxville
Donna Young, Greenways Coordinator for the City of Knoxville, will join us as our guest speaker to discuss
greenways and blueways in the Eastern Sector. She will be joined by Nic Arning who will give a presentation
and show slides of historic grist mills in Knox County. The meeting will be Monday, Sept. 13" at 7 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall behind Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 4904 Asheville Highway. Read on for some exciting
news on greenways, then come to the meeting and share your ideas!
DEVELOPMENTS IN GREENWAYS AND BLUEWAYS — There is exciting news to report.
On Greenways: A half-mile segment of the Loves Creek Trail is taking shape. Volunteers from THE, Spring
Place, and north Knoxville have been working with the City and the County parks departments to help define
the trail that runs along the creek from Spring Place Park towards East Town Mall, with this first segment
ending at Buffat Mill Rd. Volunteers have cut, hacked and sprayed their way through the jungle to define and
clear the trail and it has been flagged for your use now, as a primitive forest service trail, later to be upgraded
and incorporated into Knoxville’'s greenway system. The trail meanders through a canopy of trees along a
riffing and burbling creek to an exit point near Buffat Mill Rd. Two stone columns and part of an old diversion
dam were “discovered” by our intrepid crew and some form of historical marking and possibly some form of
memorial or even a partial reconstruction of the old grist mill which dates back to the Swedish-American
immigrants Peter and Alfred Buffat's days in the 1860s. Grain and flour from the mill were requisitioned by
General Longstreet's troops and also Wheeler's cavalry unit during the Civil War, from what has been
described as one of the largest mills south of the Ohio River. The Buffat family home, and later Parker family
home, across the street was nominated to the National Register in 1974. The family still has some of the old
grinding wheels, and there may be a water wheel which the Farragut Mill folks could bring to this site if a
memorial is done. The Buffats were among some 20 French-Swiss families that emigrated to Knoxville in the
1840s and 1850s to escape religious persecution during the Reform Movement back home. Back to the Loves
Creek trail—it is shaping up thanks to our volunteers. Special thanks to Brad Pierce, Mark Jordon, Bob
Thompson, Will Skelton, Jeff Petrik, Harold Draper, Mac Goodwin, Al Acker, Bill Baird, Steve Nash, Mike
Fansler, Fran Marshall, Nick Della Volpe, and the others who helped forge the trail or are studying the mill site.
On Blueways: Donna Young reports that a grant request for Holston River and French Broad River Blueway
segments has been submitted. Look for 6 City put-in points, 3 on each river. Help is heeded to make these a
reality. On the Holston, picture a put in at the Holston Chilhowee Rec Center park (below the swimming pool
area), and one at the Holston River Park, plus the possibility of one upstream at a new police range off of
Cement Plant Rd. There is a need for 2 more put-ins upstream of there by the County parks team. As to the
French Broad, there is to be one put-in at an old water plant (just south of Asbury Rd), one at Dickerson Island
and one at ljams Nature Center at the trailhead. The County is also planning one put-in on each side of the
river in the Seven Islands area. Two more sites along the way to the City would be good. You can also travel
down either river to the confluence of the Tennessee River and take out downtown at the McWherter Bridge
Park or, if you are truly adventurous, the Gulf of Mexico! We need a Blueways Coordinator for the
community—any volunteers?? We are blessed with 3 rivers in our own back yard, let® help make this
wonderful recreation opportunity happen.

TOWN HALL EAST LEADERS MEET WITH MAYOR. At the invitation of Knoxville Mayor Bill Haslam, THE
President Jeff Petrik and Director Steve Nash had a luncheon meeting in August with the Mayor and key staff
members to discuss issues affecting our

neighborhood. From left to right in the

photo: Deputy Chief Gus Paidousis, Jeff

Petrik, Mayor Bill Haslam, Community

and Neighborhood Services Director

Sam Anderson, Steve Nash, and Senior

Director of Operations Jerry Ledbetter.

Primary topics of discussion included

parks and greenways, historic zoning,

traffic calming, crime prevention, and

codes enforcement/zoning issues.

BURLINGTON BRANCH LIBRARY NEWS — New Branch Proposed, But Funding Appears to Depend on
November Wheel Tax Vote. A public input meeting early this summer was exciting as attendees dreamed
about their ideal new Burlington Branch Library ... comfortable chairs, architectural design to complement the
neighborhood, meeting space, a themed children’s library, an indoor garden/atrium for recitals and other



events. Wow. And East Knoxvillians will continue to advocate for a high quality new branch library, but we
have the added challenge now of surviving the County budget and the Wheel Tax vote. Meanwhile, life at the
existing branch goes on. Burlington Branch librarians report they have added books to their teen interest
collection, including Graphic Novels (like anime) and magazines that cover computer gaming issues like
Wizard and Game Pro. They also report that Children’s Story Time takes place on Tuesdays from 10:30 to 11
a.m. (target audience is kids ages 3 — 5, and younger when accompanied by adult). Our current branch has 7
computers (1 hour use limit) and some 18,000 books in the racks. You have access to the entire system
through the computerized catalog and branch loan system. Burlington also has a meeting room seating 8 or 9
people, so you are welcome to have a group meeting, book discussion club or other gathering there—call
branch librarians Melanie or Linda at 525-5431 for more info. By the way, the Branch’s book budget has been
pared to $7,000 this year, so PLEASE DONATE that book after you have read it. They do appreciate it.

WE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES — TOWN HALL EAST TO HONOR BUSINESSES ALONG THE
MAGNOLIA/ASHEVILLE HIGHWAY CORRIDOR EVERY MEETING THIS YEAR. Quality East Knoxville
businesses assure our area remains a bright and vital place to live. At each meeting this year, THE will
present awards to local businesses that have contributed substantially to our primary business corridor.
Please join us in honoring these folks who chose to plant their businesses on East Knox soil. If you would like
to nominate a business, contact Bert Benedict at 546-6674.

VOLUNTEER TO HELP “LIGHT THE HILLS” Darla Garrison and Angela Statzer pulled together a wonderful
“Light the Hills” luminary promotion of our area last December and this also served as a successful fundraiser
for East City revitalization. They need your help to do it again. Please contact Darla Garrison by October 15 to
help with marketing efforts, purchasing supplies, and distributing orders. You can reach her at
darlagarrison@comcast.net or 406-7511. Please help out with this worthy effort!

CITY OF KNOXVILLE TRAFFIC CALMING COMMITTEE: Tired of speeding cars running you off into the ditch
while you walk with your child or the family dog?? Something is being done in other cities, including
Washington, DC and Germantown, TN, and hopefully soon in Knoxville. Neighbors Al Acker and Christina
Graffeo represent citizens of the 6™ and 4™ City Council districts, respectively, on the City’s new Traffic
Calming Committee. Mr. Acker reports the committee has held 10 meetings to date—the next scheduled
meeting will be October 20 from 5-7pm in the Small Assembly Room at the City-County Bldg. and meetings
are open to the public.c For those with computers, check out the TCC website at
www.cityofknoxville.org/citycouncil/traffic.asp. Within the next two months, the committee hopes to complete
their review of the latest methods and technology to improve neighborhood speeding/safety, learning from
other cities of similar size who have addressed this problem, and then conduct an open public meeting for
input on final recommendations prior to presenting them to City Council. For more information, contact Al at
523-8062 or alacker11358@aol.com.

IT'S FAIR TIME IN KNOXVILLE — East Knoxville, to be Exact: The Tennessee Valley Fair will be held at
Chilhowee Park on Magnolia Ave. Sept. 10-19. The fair boasts an all-new carnival with more spectacular rides
than ever, so we're told! Also new this year is a dodge ball tournament on Sept. 15 to benefit “Relay for Life.”
The fair will host top line entertainment each night including Trace Adkins, 38 Special, and Beatlemania.
There’s something for everyone with farm displays, a petting zoo, demolition derby, rodeo, and tractor pull, as
well as livestock, flower, baking, craft, and 4H competitions. For plenty of good food and fun, make plans to
visit and support our local fair. Seniors 65 and over will be admitted free from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Sept. 14.
For more information visit their website at www.tnvalleyfair.org.

3" HOLSTON RIVER FESTIVAL PLANNING UNDERWAY: This combination musical extravaganza, eclectic
marketplace, and child’s delight celebrates East Knoxville and East Knox County as part of the Dogwood Arts
Festival in April. We have a tiny, but ambitious committee ... Please join us to help make this festival bigger
and better than ever. Contact Melissa Hansen-Petrik at melissahp@comcast.net or 523-9117 if you can help a
lot or a little. We especially need a committee to coordinate our burgeoning children’s area. Call today!
2004-2005 DUES ARE NOW DUE!! JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY!
Support Y our Community Organization

Name: : - Please provide an email address if would like usto
Address inform you of happenings between newsdetters
Phone: y appening .
Email: ... Areyou willing to receive the Newsdletter via email ? yes no

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Dues have increased and amounts below are PER PERSON. If you have two adults in
your household, dues are $20 for two voting member ships. Write the number of member ships you are paying for
in each category and total the amount below. PLEASE CONSIDER RECEIVING THE NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL! Thisis
our major expense and sending it electronically saves us $$ that could be used for other important neighbor hood
efforts. New and renewing memberswho sign up for email delivery will be entered in a drawing to win one of our
exclusive “ Discover East Knoxville” t-shirts. Can’t beat that!

$10/person Active member: | livein city ward 13, 30, 31, or 75 (or still in the county but adjacent to ward 75)

$10/person Associate member: | live outside wards 13, 30, 31, or 75 but would still like to receive the
newsletter and keep informed of Town Hall East activities

$25/person Business member: | own or manage a businessin city ward 13, 30, 31, or 75 and would like to
support the neighborhood and the residents of Town Hall East

Total enclosed

Please Remit Payment to: Town Hall East, Inc. , P.O. Box 6207, Knoxville, TN 37914.



